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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Aberporth Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents 
the Council’s receipts and payments and financial position:  
• The Council has not provided an explanation for the significant variance in other

receipts (line 3) from 2022-23 to 2023-24.
• The Council has misreported its precept and other receipts. The precept for

2023-24 was £41,100. The Council’s cashbook records precept receipts
totalling £40,930. Therefore, the Accounting Statement is inconsistent with the
underlying accounting records

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
• Assertion 1: The Council did not approve its accounts by 30 June 2024 as 

required by the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014.
• Assertion 1: The Chair has signed the annual return identifying that the Council 

approved the annual return on 1 September 2024. However, there was no 
Council meeting on 1 September 2024 and my review of the Council’s minutes 
did not identify any Council resolution to approve the accounts.
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• Assertion 3: The Council does not publish on its website the information it is 
required to publish electronically by the Democracy and Boundary Commission 
Cymru etc. Act 2013 and the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Failure to comply with statutory duties 

The Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and the Accounts and Audit 
(Wales) Regulations 2014 (the 2014 Regulations) require the Council to make up its 
accounts to 31 March each year and to submit the accounts to the Auditor General. 

In November 2021, we issued to the Council a report setting out the Council’s 
inadequate governance and financial management arrangements we had identified 
for the 2016-17 to 2018-29 financial years. This report included a series of 12 
statutory recommendations that the Council accepted in January 2022.  

Since 2019-20, the Council has consistently failed to comply with its statutory duty to 
make up its accounts to 31 March each year. I note that from 2019-20 to 2023-24, 
the Council raised £205,440 from its council tax payers.  

I draw attention to the fact that notwithstanding that it has failed to approve the 
accounts in accordance with the 2004 Act and the 2014 Regulations, the Council has 
consistently asserted in its Annual Governance Statements that it put in place proper 
arrangements for the preparation and approval of the accounts.  

I draw attention to the fact that the Council has also failed to make arrangements for 
public inspection of accounts for 2019-20 to 2023-24. The requirement for public 
inspection of accounts is set out in the 2004 Act and the 2014 Regulations.  

Each year, we issue to the Council via its Clerk, a notice of audit. This notice sets out 
the timetable for the annual audit and provides details of the information we require 
for the audit. The Council has consistently disregarded this notice for the 2019-20 to 
2023-24 financial years and failed to submit the accounts for audit.  

The Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 provides the Auditor General with rights of access 
to information and provides that he may require a person whom he believes to hold 
information relevant to the audit, to attend the audit in person.  

The Council’s clerk has repeatedly failed to provide information when requested to do 
so. When required to attend the audit in person, she failed to attend. A serving 
councillor (and a former Chair) of the Council refused to attend the audit.  
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Failure to comply with a requirement imposed by the Auditor General is a serious 
matter. Under the 2004 Act a person commits an offence if they fail to comply.  

These individuals avoided further enforcement action because the Clerk submitted 
some of the required information in November 2024. 

This means that the Council is continually failing to meet the most basic requirement 
for accountability for the money it obtains from council tax payers in Aberporth.  

The ongoing failure to comply with requests for information has significantly 
increased the audit fee for each of the 2019-20 to 2023-24 audits. The 2004 Act 
states that the Council must pay the fees raised in respect of the audit.  

Recommendations 

The Council has a history of poor governance and was previously issued with 
statutory recommendations in November 2021. It is clear that despite assurances 
that it had put in place proper arrangements from January 2022, this was not in fact 
the case. The Council has continued to disregard the recommendations made in 
November 2021.  

We recommend that the Council carefully examines the matters reported above and 
the report issued in November 2021 and ensures that these are addressed in full 
before the audit of the 2024-25 accounts.  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 15/04/2025 
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