


[image: ]


Page 1
(1)
The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 6.30pm at Blaenannerch Chapel Vestry.  The Chair, Cllr Sue Lewis, presided.
Present: Cllr Sue Lewis (Chair), Cllr Robin Young, Cllr Aled Thomas, Cllr Gethin Davies, Cllr Zoe Storer, Cllr Carys Owens, Cllr Gary Morss, County Cllr Clive Davies and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk)

1. Apologies/Personal matters
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(2)
Apologies were received from Cllr Damon Watmough, Cllr Anne McCreary and Cllr Dave Addison.

1. To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below
Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod

1. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes
Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf
(3)
The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed as correct, seconded and passed unanimously.

1. Financial business
Busnes Ariannol
(4)
Items approved to be paid:
£372.90	Nest Pension Scheme (direct debit)
£3,065.35	HMRC
£296.00	A Thomas
£596.38	T Samways
£77.95		SV Owens
£44.27		Cllr Z Storer
£37.62		Cardi Building Supplies
£19.80		Cllr Sue Lewis 
£54.00		Aberporth Village Hall
£276.00	Trecregyn Framing
£125.20	H Hardy
£150.00	S Davies
£300.00	Shibwns
£1,665.06	Sion Williams
£492.00	Defibshop
£1,440.00	Culture Colony Ltd
£60.00		EA Owens
£144.00	BBC
£300.00 	EA Owens 
Direct debit: Information Commissioner’s Office – due.

£322.00 received from Ceredigion County Council (CYC grant).

(5)
Bank balances as at 31.03.26
Current account			£533.85
Treasures account		£0.00
Allocated reserves account	£12,739.16

Financial Information and Bank reconciliation provided and approved.

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc
Sports Field & Parks:
(6)
No update on the modular building.  Cllr Zoe Storer reported that the existing building is not suitable to store the mower and marquee.  It was agreed to purchase a 40ft container with one door to be sited at the rear of the old building.  The community council granted permission for the container to be placed on the field.

Toilets:
(7)
Lease agreements remain with the legal department.  A report of damage to the disabled toilet facilities at Penrhodyn was received.  Ceredigion County Council was emailed for an update on repairs and clarification of 
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liability for costs; the response confirmed that £1,000 has been allocated for repairs in the 2026–27 SLA and that they are seeking someone to repair the macerator and will be in touch regarding costs.

(8)
Cllr Gethin Davies proposed that the toilets need to be brought up to an acceptable standard before the council takes on the lease; this was seconded by Cllr Zoe Storer.
ACTION: Clerk to continue to liaise with Ceredigion County Council regarding toilet repairs and lease.

(9)
Cllr Sue Lewis has made an initial enquiry about accessing the Coastal Communities Fund for toilet improvements.

Councillor Training:
(10)
One Voice Wales training dates provided.  Cllr Zoe Storer is booked onto chairing skills training.  The Clerk and Cllr Storer are booked onto the OVW Year End and Audits training.  The Clerk is to attend Audit Wales advisory training for the full audit.

Aberporth Place Plan:
(11)
The draft Place Plan was circulated for comments with a deadline of 13th April.  Councillors noted some disappointment that the document is a light-touch document.

Chapel:
(12)
No update.
ACTION: Clerk to email Jim Ramsbottom to arrange a meeting date.

(13)
Cllr Sue Lewis reported on the St David’s Day project, which was described as very different to anything the council has been involved with before, with heartwarming community reactions both in Aberporth and Llanon.  A film screening event was held on 10th April.  Trecregyn Framing is producing two box frames with the icons to go into the churches.  The claim and grant report has been submitted to Welsh Government.

(14)
One Voice Wales Award applications have been submitted: Best Use of Digital – Blaenannerch app; Best Cost of Living – Food Partnership grant; Best Heritage Project – St David’s Day grant project; Best Older Persons Project – Forever Young.  The awards event is on 1st July at Builth Showground.
ACTION: Councillors wishing to attend the OVW Awards event on 1st July to notify the Clerk so spaces can be booked.

(15)
Information was requested from Ceredigion County Council on the Caru Ceredigion Awards; the authority will be launching the Caru’ch Cymuned campaign after the elections.

(16)
A reply was received from Ceredigion County Council regarding the rat issues in Parcllyn, detailing actions taken to date and confirming that Dŵr Cymru will be contacted to request a camera survey of the wider sewer system to identify any defects contributing to rodent activity in the area.

(17)
A handrail has been installed at the pavement opposite The Ship Inn, Aberporth, as requested for safety.

(18)
All defibrillators have been repaired and returned to the circuit with updated pads and batteries.


County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir
(19)
Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.
The Town of Culture bid has been submitted for Cardigan.
Cllr Clive Davies praised the St David’s Day project as brilliant and thoroughly enjoyed.
A scrutiny meeting focused on economic development for the county; it was noted that there is a need to consider how coastal communities are treated and to look at establishing a forum, with a feasibility study currently under way.  Cllr Sue Lewis noted the distinct pressures on coastal communities.
Work is progressing on the Afon Teifi Estuary, including getting the channel sorted and support for a fishermen’s pontoon; a management plan has been requested.
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House tax options were discussed.  Cllr Davies responded to West Wales Against Arms regarding the CCC drone policy.

(20)
Cllr Gethin Davies noted that the council is in the pre-election period.  He reported attending a Welsh Government biodiversity event in Builth.

Chairman’s Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(21)
Written report received from Cllr Sue Lewis.  The cawl project was reported as very well received.

(22)
Poetry trail update: Ceredigion County Council wishes to collaborate on an event for the Eisteddfod.
ACTION: Clerk to set up an online meeting with Anwen Rosser (CCC) regarding an Eisteddfod collaboration event.

(23)
Information and content has been provided to VisionICT to create the poetry trail webpage.

(24)
The annual council dinner will be held at Shibwns on Sunday 10th May (lunchtime).  The Chair will confirm arrangements; a menu and pre-orders will be required.
ACTION: Councillors to provide pre-orders to the Clerk for the annual dinner on 10th May.

Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor
Planning/Cynllunio
(25)
Llwynon: A request has been sent to Ceredigion County Council to keep the community council informed on the reinstatement of this property.  An email has also been sent to CADW, which has been forwarded to their listed building department.
CADW have responded that the property is not listed, and is not in a Conservation Area.
Ceredigion County Council responded that The Local Planning Authority has not identified any breach of planning control at LLwynon, Aberporth. It has therefore been agreed that work may continue and the enforcement case has been closed.
(26)
A260090 – Land Adjacent to Pant-teg, Aberporth, Cardigan, SA43 2EN: This application has been withdrawn.

Finance/Cyllido
(27)
Full audit notice received from Audit Wales with all relevant information.

(28)
Letter received from Ceredigion County Council confirming receipt of precept, to be paid in 3 instalments.

(29)
With Antur Teifi no longer offering salary services it has been agreed to continue managing payroll in-house with support from the internal auditor.  As the salary is now over £10,000, a pension scheme has been set up with Nest and contributions are up to date for the 2025–26 financial year.  This is operated by direct debit.

Potential Grant Opportunities: Be Active Fund – Sports Wales

Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(30)
Cllr Gethin Davies reported walking along the SR2S route and finding significant cracks in the concrete.  Cllr Sue Lewis noted this is a wet area.  Steps installed by Jamson are beginning to bow.
ACTION: Clerk to report footpath issues to Ceredigion County Council.

(31)
Grass cutting arrangements for the play area, including strimming, were discussed.

Biodiversity:
(32)
No update at this meeting.

Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adolygu Trefn
(33)
Councillor responses to the Finance & Governance Toolkit have still not been received.
ACTION: Councillors to complete and return Finance & Governance Toolkit assessment forms.
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Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(34)
Successful Easter crafts event.
A significant number of thank you comments and emails have been received for the cawl packs distributed to all families at Aberporth school.

Beaches/Traethau
(35)
Gabions on Dyffryn beach are starting to rust with pieces of metal breaking off; a dog was recently injured in the stream.
ACTION: Clerk to report the gabion condition on Dyffryn beach to Ceredigion County Council via Clic.

Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus

Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(36)
Ceredigion Area Committee meeting held on 9th April 2026.

(37)
Cllr Carys Owens reported on Aberporth Village Hall matters.  The hall is looking at the management of kayaks on Dolwen beach for next year; the cost to remove and dispose of existing kayaks is approximately £600 for 30 kayaks.

1. Notified Business
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir

(38)
Cllr Sue Lewis reported that Aberporth Village Hall is making an application to the Community Facilities Programme for playground equipment in Aberporth, and that a letter of support from the community council has been requested.  The council agreed to provide a letter of support.
ACTION: Clerk to provide a letter of support for the Aberporth Village Hall Community Facilities Programme application.

(39)
Cllr Jackie Brown raised concerns about the derelict condition of the Caradog railway carriage.  The matter has been reported to Ceredigion County Council by County Cllr Clive Davies and Cllr Brown.

(40)
Cllr Jackie Brown raised the question of ownership of the road to the car park between Morlan and Glanymor.
ACTION: Cllr Zoe Storer to pass relevant information to Cllr Jackie Brown; Clerk to submit a Clic enquiry.

(41)
Cllr Jackie Brown confirmed she has requested car park signs from Ceredigion County Council.

1. Correspondence/Gohebiaeth

(42)
Email correspondence noted:
1. Mid Wales Regional Skills Partnership – Business Survey
1. Streamlining Welsh Benefits newsletter
1. Welsh Government Youth Work bulletin
1. Invitation – Mid-Wales Business & Innovation Exchange
1. Local Government News – Edition 3, March 2026
1. Grant request from Llangollen Music Festival
1. Notice of 2026 Senedd Election
1. West Wales Climate Coalition hustings
1. Cynnal y Cardi – March Bulletin
1. Women’s health hubs in every part of Wales
1. Update on Adjudication Panel for Wales matters / Public Services Ombudsman Code of Conduct findings
1. OVW: HMRC CIS refresher/upskilling event – 29th April 2026
1. Placement Opportunities – Rural Wales Advisory Board
1. OVW E-Bulletin Issue 21
1. One Voice Wales E-Bulletin Issue 20
1. One Voice Wales Funding Newsletter – March 2026
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1. Review Diary
Adolygu Dyddiadur

(43)
Annual meeting next month.  It was proposed and agreed to elect Cllr Zoe Storer as Chair (proposed by Cllr Jackie Brown, seconded by Cllr Carys Owens) and Cllr Carys Owens as Vice Chair (proposed by Cllr Zoe Storer, seconded by Cllr Gethin Davies), subject to formal election at the Annual Meeting.

1. Date of next meeting
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf

(44)
The Annual Meeting will be held on 12th May 2026 at 6:00pm, followed by the monthly meeting at 6:30pm.

(45)
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 7:55pm.
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