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(1)
The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 6.30pm at Blaenannerch Chapel Vestry.  The Chair, Cllr Zoe Storer, presided.
Present: Cllr Zoe Storer (Chair), Cllr Sue Lewis, Cllr Jackie Brown, Cllr Robin Young, Cllr Dave Addison, County Cllr Clive Davies, Cllr Damon Watmough, Cllr Carys Owens and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk)

1. Apologies/Personal matters
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(2)
Apologies were received from Cllr Aled Thomas, Cllr Anne McCreary, Cllr Gary Morss and Cllr Gethin Davies.

1. To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below
Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod

1. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes
Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf

(3)
The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed as correct, seconded and passed unanimously.

1. Financial business
Busnes Ariannol
(4)
Items approved to be paid:
£2,907.90	AJG Insurance
£1,671.43	Enviroworx Wales
£1,018.80	Broxap
£85.04		Cardi Building Supplies
£178.00	Paul Evans 

Note: Clerk’s salary standing order to be updated.

£24,957.67 received from Ceredigion County Council – precept.
Remittance advice received from Welsh Government: payment of £12,720.30 due.

(5)
Bank balances as at 30.04.26
Current account			£24,963.18
Treasures account		£0.00
Allocated reserves account	£12,739.16

5.	Reports
Adroddiadau

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc
Sports Field & Parks:
(6)
No update on the modular building.  Cllr Zoe Storer reported that children have been entering the old building which is dangerous.  The council agreed to lock the field until the area can be made safe and to arrange for the remaining openings to be boarded up.  This will be communicated via the council’s Facebook page.
ACTION: Clerk to arrange for the building to be boarded up and to post notice of the temporary field closure on Facebook.

(7)
Cllr Storer reported that she had inspected the play area fence and noted that someone has attempted a repair.  There is an ongoing issue with children jumping from trees and using the fence to climb.  It was agreed to obtain pricing for a stronger fencing solution.
ACTION: Clerk to obtain pricing options for replacement play area fencing.

Toilets:
(8)
The Clerk and Chair met with officers from Ceredigion County Council regarding the toilet facilities.  A report on ownership of the Penrhodyn facility has been received.  The county council has written to the Village Hall and requires confirmation in relation to the SLA.  Paul Williams (CCC) advised that the county council is unable to continue to insure the Penrhodyn facility.  
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Have confirmed that the facilities adjacent to Glanmordy do belong to Ceredigion County Council and that a lease will proceed for that site.

(9)
Clerk had produced a report providing three options for the council to consider regarding the toilets at Penrhodyn.  Cllr Sue Lewis noted the need to put together a proper project and that the community council report should be sent to the Village Hall.  Cllr Dave Addison confirmed the importance of a shared project approach.  It was agreed to organise a joint meeting with all relevant group representatives before the end of the month.
ACTION: Cllr Carys Owens to organise a meeting with Village Hall representatives before the end of May to discuss the toilet project.
ACTION: Clerk to email report to Aberporth Village Hall Management Committee

Councillor Training:
(10)
The Clerk and Cllr Zoe Storer attended the One Voice Wales Year End and Audits training.  Cllr Storer attended OVW Chairing Skills training.  
The Clerk  Audit Wales advisory training for the full audit.

Poetry Trail:
(11)
Cllr Tristan Jones has started installing the poetry trail tiles, which are now set into displays.  
Promotional materials for the Eisteddfod are being sourced; quotes received include 500 beer mats at £178 plus VAT, a printed tablecloth at £125 plus VAT and a feather banner with base at £215 inc VAT.
ACTION: Clerk to progress ordering of Eisteddfod promotional materials for the poetry trail.

Aberporth Place Plan:
(12)
The Place Plan website remains to be completed and a workshop is planned for mid to late May.  County Cllr Clive Davies suggested inviting a member of the project team to a council meeting to present outcomes and open discussion.  Chris Jones will issue an invitation once the project is complete.

Chapel:
(13)
The Clerk has spoken with Mr Jim Ramsbottom who has passed the contact details to a Mr Williams, currently handling the closure of over 300 chapels.  Mr Williams will be in touch to arrange a meeting with Liz Scholfield and the council regarding the cemetery.  The sale of the building is not currently being considered by the chapel, and uncertainty over a lease with the playgroup may affect any future sale.  Contact regarding the cemetery will be used as an opportunity for broader conversations about the building.

(14)
Cllr Sue Lewis and Cllr Gethin Davies met with officers from Ceredigion County Council regarding flooding at a property in Dyffryn Terrace; an engineer has agreed to install a drain to alleviate the issue.  The matter of the traffic lights on the B4333 was also raised; due to funding pressures and competing priorities, the remedial works will not be completed for some months.

(15)
A meeting regarding Cardigan Memorial Hall and Swimming Pool is scheduled for Monday 18th May at 7:30pm at Aberporth Village Hall.  Cllr Zoe Storer will attend.

(16)
The ICO renewal has been confirmed (ICO:00013931791).

(17)
The One Voice Wales Awards event is on 1st July at Builth Showground.  This year the annual conference and awards have been combined; winning councils will be invited to present at the innovative practice conference.  Cllr Clive Davies, Cllr Zoe Storer, the Clerk, Cllr Sue Lewis and Cllr Carys Owens expressed interest in attending.
ACTION: Clerk to book spaces at the OVW Awards event on 1st July for those attending.

(18)
Consultations noted: Ceredigion County Council Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment; CCC Proposed Taxi Fare Increase in Ceredigion.

County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir
(19)
Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.  He reported a quiet month due to the Senedd elections.  A large number of carbon footprint reduction projects  are in place with the latest figures available from June.  The UNESCO status are now looking at developing  6 projects.  Had a meeting with WLGA  digital group on use of AI in education.  Plans are in place to improve mobile signal in the area where there is a lack of provision.
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The council’s Place Plan feedback has been passed on.  Other Voices will unfortunately not be held in 2026 due to funding but Cardigan looking at an alternative event.  Rural transport programme: the first stage of pavement improvements by Caemorgan Road to Penparc is under way.

(20)
No report received from Cllr Gethin Davies

Chairman’s Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(21)
Cllr Zoe Storer expressed the council’s warm thanks to Cllr Lewis for an excellent year as Chair.

Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor

Planning/Cynllunio
(22)
The council noted the need to be more proactive in scrutinising planning applications.

Finance/Cyllido
(23)
A review of the Financial Regulations has been carried out with recommendations to raise the approval limits. Cllr Sue Lewis proposed that the changes be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Jackie Brown and approved unanimously. 

(24)
The Clerk had completed the 2nd part of the Finance & Governance Toolkit with Councillors' responses.  The report was approved unanimously. 

Potential Grant Opportunities: none this month

Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(25)
Adventure Playground have advised they can install the roundabout within two weeks.  The location has been confirmed.
ACTION: Clerk to chase the play area grant monies.

(26)
Annual play area inspections have been booked.

(27)
Paul Clarke has been in touch regarding repairs to the dolphin feature.  The head is showing significant decay on the seaward side with a growing void visible on the opposite side.  Paul Clarke is willing to investigate fully and scarf in new oak to extend its life.  The council agreed unanimously to proceed with the repair up to a cost of £2,000.

(28)
A wheelchair-accessible recycled plastic picnic bench (black) has been ordered for the lower welfare park.  A ‘No BBQ’ sign is to be ordered from EL Jones.

(29)
Cllr Dave Addison has carried out repairs to the wood surround at the mini pitch.

(30)
Arrangements are to be made to have the cherry tree cut back.

(31)
A plumber has been asked to inspect the water fountain with a view to converting it to a water refill station rather than a drinking fountain.

(32)
The bin at Pencartws is awaiting a bracket before it can be fitted.

(33)
A complaint about dog fouling on the beach was noted.  The relevant dog restriction signs are in place for the May restrictions on Dolwen beach.  Children’s signs are to be put up at the entrances to Dyffryn beach.
ACTION: Clerk to arrange installation of children’s dog restriction signs at the entrances to Dyffryn beach.
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Biodiversity:
(34)
No update at this meeting.

Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adolygu Trefn
(35)
The council adopted the Welsh version of the One Voice Wales Civility and Respect Pledge; all councillors were in agreement.

(36)
The Annual Report 2025-2026 was approved.

Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(37)
A meeting to be held on 19th May at 5:30pm to organise the Big Lunch.  
ACTION: Clerk to contact circus skills entertainer

(38)
A meeting was held with the Ashley Fund regarding a grant application for a community window.  Cllr Sue Lewis reported that the community council is partnering with the Village Hall to create a stained glass window recognising community contribution.

(39)
Forever Young: a provisional Royal Mint trip has been arranged for 23rd June at £12 per person, subject to a potential clash with Merched y Wawr.

Beaches/Traethau
(40)
No items at this meeting.

Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus
(41)
A working party is to be organised on the last Sunday monthly from 10am to 12pm to tidy up areas of the villages targeting Brynglas first. This will be publicised via social media.
ACTION: Clerk to publicise the monthly Tidy Towns working party on social media.

Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(42)
CLlr Carys Owens reported that workshops are being held in Cardigan to create artwork to decorate communities for the Eisteddfod.  She will attend the Harddu meeting.  The community council will arrange to put up bunting.  Cllr Sue Lewis will speak to the school regarding participation.

(43)
The school is undertaking a beach clean this term focused on plastics and environmental awareness.

1. Notified Business
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
(44)
Cllr Jackie Brown requested an update on the derelict Caradog railway carriage.  The matter has been reported to Ceredigion County Council.

1. Correspondence/Gohebiaeth
(45)
Email correspondence noted:
CCC April Cost of Living Bulletin
Information from #ElectionCountdown 2026 – Senedd Elections
Refugee Week 2026
Mid Wales Regional Skills Business Survey 2026
IMPACT – Llais monthly newsletter
OVW E-Bulletin No. 22 & 23
OVW Y Llais – Issue 2
OVW Cost of Living Crisis Project events
Criccieth’s ‘Welsh Incident’ Takes to the Airwaves on BBC Radio 4
Cost of Living Crisis Project – Information and Resources
OVW Funding Newsletter
Correspondence was noted.
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1. Review Diary
Adolygu Dyddiadur
(46)
Annual audit to be approved and signed by the end of June 2026.

1. Date of next meeting
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf
(47)
The date of the next meeting is 9th June 2026 at 6:30pm.

(48)
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 7:50pm.
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