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Terms of Reference for the Planning Committee
These rules are supplemental to, and do not in any way override, the Community Council’s Standing Orders and/or Financial Regulations.

 Purpose The Planning Committee is a sub-committee of the Community Council, established to review, consider, and respond to planning applications and related matters within the community. The committee ensures that local planning issues are assessed with regard to community interests and planning policies in Wales.
1.Membership of the Planning Committee

a. The committee shall comprise the Community Council Chair, plus no more than five other members of the Community Council, to be confirmed every year at the Annual Community Council meeting. 

b. Any changes in membership of the committee following the Annual Community Council meeting shall be subject to approval at the next Full Council meeting;

c. The quorum of the committee shall be three of its members.

2. Chair
a. The Chair of the committee will be elected by the committee at its first meeting after the Annual Community Council meeting.

3. Conduct of Meetings

a. All meetings of the Planning committee will be convened in accordance with the Community Council’s standing orders;

b. Meetings will be minuted by the Clerk or a member of the committee.

4. Responsibilities
· To consider all planning applications referred to the Community Council by Ceredigion County Council
· To assess applications against national and local planning policies, including the Local Development Plan (LDP) and Future Wales: The National Plan 2040.
· To consider the impact of developments on the character, environment, and sustainability of the community.
· To consult with local residents and stakeholders where appropriate.
· To prepare and submit representations on planning applications to Ceredigion County Council on behalf of the Community Council.
· To monitor planning decisions and compliance with conditions.
· To engage with the LPA, developers, and other relevant bodies on planning and development matters.
5. Decision-Making
· The committee does not have delegated powers to make final decisions but makes recommendations to the full Community Council.
· Where planning deadlines do not permit full council consideration, the committee is authorised to submit comments on behalf of the council, with the Clerk reporting these to the next full council meeting.
6. Code of Conduct and Interests
· Members must adhere to the Community Council’s Code of Conduct.
· Any member with a personal or prejudicial interest in a planning matter must declare it and withdraw from discussion and voting on the matter.
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