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The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 6.30pm at Aberporth Village Hall. The Chair, Cllr Zoe Storer, presided.
Present: Cllr Zoe Storer (Chair), Cllr Gethin Davies, Cllr Carys Owens, Cllr Sue Lewis, Cllr Dave Addison, Cllr Jackie Brown, Cllr Tristan Jones, Cllr Aled Thomas, County Cllr Clive Davies and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk)
1. Apologies/Personal matters
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(1)
The council noted with sadness the passing of past Cllr Gary Wilkes and of Mrs Rachel Ogilvie, wife of past Cllr Dai Ogilvie; cards of condolence have been sent to both families.
1. To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below
Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod
(2)
No personal or pecuniary interests were declared.
1. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes
Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf
(3)
The minutes of the July 2026 meeting were confirmed as correct, proposed by Cllr Jackie Brown and seconded by Cllr Tristan Jones.
1. Financial business
Busnes Ariannol
(4)
Items approved to be paid:
£1,671.43  Enviroworx – July
£1,671.43  Enviroworx – August
£1,671.43  Enviroworx – September
£95.89  Cardi Building Supplies Ltd
£45.19  Cardi Building Supplies Ltd
£98.78  Melingoed
£120.29  Huck Nets
£98.79  Net World Sports Ltd
£520.37  Online Playgrounds (new swing seats) – Fenland Leisure
£340.00  K Leighton – tiles at poetry trail
£48.00  E A Owens – disposal of two rotten picnic benches
£1,500.00  E A Owens – footpaths
(5)
£24,957.67 was received from Ceredigion County Council, being the second instalment of the precept.
(6)
Bank balances as at 30th August 2026:
Current account  £27,081.74
Treasurer's account  -£82.21
Allocated reserves account  £24,502.66
(7)
The Clerk's expenses claim form was passed to Cllr Gethin Davies.
1. Reports
Adroddiadau
Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc
Sports Field & Parks:
(8)
An Expression of Interest has been made to the People & Places (Lottery) fund; the initial questions on the project have been completed and the application has been passed to a funding officer. An online meeting was held with the funding officer, who gave approval to proceed; evidence of community engagement and project costings is required, and templates have been provided. There is also potential to partner with Area43 for youth engagement.
Toilets:
(9)
Ceredigion County Council organised a deep clean of the toilets at the end of July, resulting in a significant improvement. Some concerns over poor service during the summer have also been reported.
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Councillor Training:
(10)
One Voice Wales training dates have been provided. New digital training modules are available, along with new culture change training which the Clerk attended on 7th September and an assessment toolkit will be provided.
Eisteddfod/Poetry Trail:
(11)
The Eisteddfod events were really successful for Aberporth Community Council. Cllr Jackie Brown thanked the council for their efforts.
Chapel:
(12)
No update.
Litter/Bins:
(13)
The litter partnership arrangement over the summer has worked well.  The large bins need to be removed from the car park; the new Ceredigion County Council bins are not fit for purpose and there are ongoing issues with households’ waste.  Ceredigion County Council has approached the council about new recycling programmes and participating in trials. 
Website & Social Media:
(14)
A separate WhatsApp number for the community group was discussed, following the reports and recommendations circulated.
Stained glass window:
(15)
It was agreed that Cllr Sue Lewis and the Clerk would meet with Cariad Glass regarding the stained glass window.
ACTION: Cllr Sue Lewis and Clerk to meet with Cariad Glass on 14th September.
Consultations:
(16)
The council noted that Hywel Dda University Health Board is consulting on the future location of its adult Section 136 Place of Safety service (http://www.haveyoursay.hduhb.wales.nhs.uk/).
(17)
The council noted a call for evidence to help develop a new Culture and Sport Strategy for Wales (https://www.gov.wales/vision-culture-and-sport-wales-call-evidence).
Other:
(18)
The roll-out of electric vehicle charging points in Blaenannerch was noted.
(19)
Member councils were invited to propose up to two motions for debate at the One Voice Wales 2027 Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 3rd February 2027; motions must be received by the office no later than noon on Friday 4th December 2026, for consideration by the AGM Motions Committee on Friday 11th December 2026.
(20)
The One Voice Wales Innovative Practice Conference will be held on Wednesday 30th September 2026; councillors were asked to advise the Clerk if they wished to attend.
(21)
The Ceredigion Awards application was emailed on the day of the meeting.
(22)
The following road closures were noted:
Lady Road, Blaenporth – 25/09/2026, 08:00–17:00
B4333, Tanygroes – 10/09/2026, 17:00–23:00
B4333 – 14/09/2026 to 20/11/2026, 24 hours (drainage replacement at traffic lights; to be checked with Richards Bros regarding school buses)
C1175, Blaenannerch – 15/09/2026, 08:00–16:00
County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir
(23)
A written report was received from County Cllr Clive Davies. There had been several successful events over the summer for Ceredigion.
(24)
Ceredigion County Council has requested further details regarding Caradog Cottage; Cllr Jackie Brown was involved with previous tenants of the property.
(25)
Cllr Gethin Davies reported a few complaints regarding issues in the village during a busy summer, and that the Eisteddfod had been really successful and enjoyable; he also gave a presentation on biodiversity.
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(26)
Preparations for winter are under way, with concerns raised about the potential for big storms this year.
(27)
The picnic bench on the coastal path has been repaired.
(28)
A new horticultural committee is being set up; the Clerk was previously included in a biodiversity award nomination, and it was suggested that a council representative be included on the new committee.
Chairman's Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(29)
Cllr Zoe Storer reported on a busy summer break, and on preparations for the budget, grants and proposed projects ahead of Christmas.
(30)
In July, a clean-up took place in Blaenporth; thanks were given to all who took part. The telephone box needs attention and painting, and the noticeboard needs to be installed.
(31)
The Eisteddfod had been a wonderful experience; the Chair attended the WCVA tent to promote the poetry trail app. On the Saturday, both county councillors represented the council’s projects; thanks were given to everyone who helped showcase Aberporth.
(32)
At the Carnival, a stall was run promoting how to become a councillor, and the Chair and Vice-Chair judged; it was an enjoyable day.
(33)
Thanks were given to Cllr Dave Addison for the net on the beach and to Cllr Gethin Davies for repairing the bench.
Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor
Planning/Cynllunio
Finance/Cyllido
(34)
The application to Unity Bank is being processed.
(35)
The annual pay settlement was agreed and details of new payscales have been received from the SLCC, to be backdated to 1st April 2026.
Potential Grant Opportunities:
(36)
Potential grant opportunities were noted, including: the Dysgu Bro Trailblazer Fund, for a community event to bring people together and share skills, with potential for a repair café; new youth provision grants; the Lottery Eco Awards; and the Tesco Fruit & Veg grant for young people.
ACTION: Clerk to arrange a community enhancement meeting to discuss these grant opportunities further.
Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(37)
Cllr Gethin Davies repaired the picnic table at the end of the coastal path.
(38)
A tree down on the poetry trail was reported by Cllr Tristan Jones.
(39)
Confirmation was received that two new bus shelters will be installed; the three existing shelters have been confirmed as being under the council’s ownership.
ACTION: Clerk to add the bus shelters to the council's insurance schedule.
Biodiversity:
(40)
The council is looking at introducing different nesting boxes and needs residents to report any sightings. Cllr Jackie Brown noted a shearwater sighting.
Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adolygu Trefn
(41)
A new model contract of employment based on Green Book conditions was noted; the only changes relate to probationary periods and references to statutory sick pay, necessitated by the Employment Rights Act 2025. The Clerk’s contract is based on these conditions.
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Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(42)
Cllr Sue Lewis and the Clerk are meeting with Cariad Glass on 14th September regarding the window.
(43)
MIDAS training has been completed, with costs covered by a Dolen Teifi grant for volunteer drivers.
(44)
It was agreed to organise an information/wellbeing event.
(45)
A committee meeting will be held on 28th September, via Zoom.
Beaches/Traethau
(46)
Cllr Clive Davies reported that there have been issues in Ceredigion over the summer. An idea for a code of conduct for each beach was raised (previously discussed with Cliff Bates at Ceredigion County Council).
(47)
Correspondence was received, and responded to, regarding concerns about vehicles on Dyffryn beach.
(48)
Cllr Clive Davies raised the need to look at beach etiquette and safety, and has raised the idea of a coastal forum in committee. Concerns were also raised about the use of leisure craft and jet skis.
Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus
(49)
A good community clean-up took place in Blaenporth. Cllr Gary Morss cleared back vegetation and painted the wall behind the bus shelter.
Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(50)
The One Voice Wales Ceredigion Area Committee meeting will be held on 22nd September 2026; Cllr Tristan Jones will attend if Cllr Anne McCreary is unable to.
(51)
Cllr Carys Owens reported on the village hall: the cost of cleaning the toilets has been invoiced to the village hall, though the Service Level Agreement needs to be put in place first. Regarding the kayaks, it is too late this year to issue any fines; the matter is in the hands of solicitors, who will create the correct signage and legal process to enable their removal or disposal.
(52)
It was asked whether the community council would be able to schedule a one-off cut of the bank this year, and regular cuts once a new system is in place.
(53)
Contractors are to be chased regarding path repairs ahead of the Visit Wales grant deadline of 21st September (75% funding).
(54)
Cllr Sue Lewis's role as Governors' representative was renewed until May.
1. Notified Business
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
(55)
Cllr Sue Lewis reported flooding at Dolwyn, Dyffryn Terrace; Ceredigion County Council is believed to be making repairs in this location.
(56)
Glyndŵr Day will be celebrated on Wednesday 16th September 2026; it was suggested that the council fly the flag and post about it on social media, in support of the Owain Glyndŵr Society’s efforts to promote his name and story on this day.
(57)
An email invitation was received to the ‘Rejecting the Changes to Ceredigion’s Community and Town Councils’ event at Llwyncelyn Hall, held on the evening of Tuesday 8th September 2026, from Cymdeithas yr Iaith. One Voice Wales has asked the Cabinet Secretary to review the reorganisation order; the response received was that it cannot be changed.
(58)
Cllr Sue Lewis reported that a date needs to be agreed for a screening of the climate film; a climate change play is coming to the hall, with potential to link the two events. Paul Jennings, who is working with the village hall, is happy to talk about food sustainability, and Jane Davidson is encouraging community gardens; residents will be engaged with at the film screening.
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ACTION: Cllr Sue Lewis to agree a date for the climate film screening.
(59)
Cllr Sue Lewis raised approaching Ceredigion County Council regarding an area of land, and the potential for community growing opportunities at the Parcllyn field and at land at lower Brynglas. It was noted that Incredible Edibles promotes the use of small areas, and raised beds could be considered at the entrance to Brynglas and other similar locations.
(60)
Cllr Sue Lewis raised setting up a community pantry to run alongside the foodshare and community fridge project, to be added to the wellbeing agenda.
(61)
The Ceredigion Local Nature Partnership and the council’s Tree and Hedgerows Officer wish to establish a network of Tree Council Tree Warden volunteers.
ACTION: Cllr Tristan Jones to register the council’s interest in the Tree Warden network.
(62)
A letter of resignation was received from Cllr Damon Watmough.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Ceredigion County Council regarding co-option to fill the vacancy.
(63)
Cllr Jackie Brown raised that the Blaenannerch roundabout is overgrown.
ACTION: County Cllr Clive Davies to report the overgrown Blaenannerch roundabout to Ceredigion County Council.
(64)
10 seats remain available for the Royal Mint trip, departing Blaenporth at 9:45am on 1st October.
(65)
It was agreed to add a discussion on the emergency plan to a future wellbeing meeting.
1. Correspondence
Gohebiaeth
(66)
CCC Open call from Gwyl Cariad shared on Facebook
Cynnal y Cardi September bulletin
Cynnal y Cardi August bulletin
Invitation to HUTS Open Day
Keep Wales Tidy - Dynamic Purchasing System - delivery partners wanted
Notification of Wales Audit Office participation in the National Fraud Initiative
OPCC Invitation to Cyber Resilience event
Copy of correspondence sent by Cardigan Pool Revival committee to CCC
Perthyn grants for communities
CCC August cost of living bulletin
From CCC: Welcome for All – grant scheme to make tourism and hospitality more accessible in Wales
Strengthening Community Resilience in Wales: Building Adaptive Capacity
The latest advertisements for public appointments in Wales
Audit Wales newsletter
Public Service Ombudsman newsletter
Travel for All research
From One Voice Wales: Y Llais – issue 4
One Voice Wales funding newsletters, August and July
One Voice Wales job advert – Cynwyl Elfed
One Voice Wales Bulletin No 29
Help Us Spread the Word About Public Appointments in Wales
One Voice Wales Cost of Living Crisis Resources
Correspondence was noted
1. Review Diary
1. Date of next meeting
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf
(67)
The date of the next meeting is 13th October 2026 at 6.30pm at Blaenannerch.
(68)
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8:20pm
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