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(1)

The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 18th February 2025 at 6.30pm, at Blaenannerch Chapel. The Chairman, Cllr Jackie Brown, presided.
Present: Cllr Gethin Davies, Cllr Aled Thomas, Cllr Zoe Storer, Cllr Damon Watmough, Cllr Carys Owens, Cllr Dave Addison, Cllr Clive Davies, Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk)

Cllr Sue Lewis joined via hybrid meeting link

(2)

Mr Geoffrey Stevens (MOP) enquired if the community council had considered installing a webcam to show the sea conditions above the beach.  Cllr Damon Watmough advised that it has been previously discussed and issue were electricity supply and Wi-Fi to support the installation.  It was noted that with the community council taking over the responsibility for the toilets at Penrhodyn that this is something that could be considered in line with proposed improvements to the building.
1. Apologies/Personal matters 
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(3)

Apologies were received from Cllr Robin Young, Cllr Gary Morss, Cllr Anne McCreary and Cllr Tristan Jones. 
2.  To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below

Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod
(4)

Cllrs Gethin Davies, Zoe Storer, Cllr Sue Lewis declared their interests as Aberporth Village hall trustees
Cllr Aled Thomas declared his interests as Chair of Canolfan Blaenporth

3. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes

Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf

(5)

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the minutes of the January meeting be accepted as a true record, this was seconded by Cllr Aled Thomas and approved unanimously. 
4. Financial business

Busnes Ariannol
(6)

Items for payment: 
Invoices due from T Jones Translation services; OT football; EL Jones – Clerk given approval to pay these on receipt of invoice.
£12.60 Cllr S Lewis - expenses

£397.44 Scribe
£52.35
Tom Samways

£1000.00 Canolfan Blaenporth  - warm hub grant

Cllr Aled Thomas proposed that these be accepted for payment; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and approved unanimously

Bank balances as at 31.01.25.
Current account 

        £19262.99
Treasures account                              £29989.60
Allocated reserves account                 £45876.66
Banc rec and account information provided and were accepted by the Council.
5.
Reports

Addroddiadau

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc

(7)

Sports Field: 
-Mr John Jones MOD has been chasing the solicitor to respond to agree the legal documents so the sale can proceed.  Council solicitor is now back in work and he is currently waiting on 2 searches to come back and arrangements are being made for the Clerk to sign and complete paperwork.
The payment for the field has to be approved from reserves whilst the requirements for the loan are met and approved by Welsh Government.
Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that £52,000 is transferred to the solicitor; this was seconded by Cllr Dave Addison and approved unanimously.
Clerk advised that Mr John Jones has provided the information relating to the valuation of the land which can now 
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be sent to Welsh Government to support the loan approval application.

- Cllr Zoe storer provided an update on the Cynnal y Cardi funding: all claim forms have been completed and the requested underspend information has been completed and submitted to Ceredigion County Council.  
-Feasibility study update – clerk to circulate the completed document; it was agreed that this was a one-off piece off work and the council is not going to engage with further development support.
- Cllr Zoe Storer advised that the Parcllyn community and sports committee had held its AGM; a few people had attended and it was agreed that the charity would work in partnership with Aberporth Community Council moving forward,  a MOU is to be drafted and to agreed jointly.

-Clerk had attended CAVO Meet the Funder: National Lottery Community Fund webinar; advised that the council needs to consider the large grant as a potential fund for developing the field as they will provide 100% funding and there is access to a grant to pull the application together which will cover planning permission etc.

ACTION: Clerk to email link for webinar to councillors for information
(8)

Consultation:
Event held in village hall was only attended by a few residents.  The consultation survey has been available online for two weeks and we have had 68 responses to date; details downloaded and circulated. It was agreed that the consultation would run to the end of March.  Need to place hard copies into local places and completed forms to be returned to post box which is to be located outside Canolfan Dyffryn entrance gate.  Clerk has requested the school send out the information on their communication app.  Clerk to organise more copies with larger print.
ACTIONS: 

Cllr Gethin Davies to put letter box in place

Clerk to arrange printing of survey with larger print

(9)

Toilets: 
Clerk is waiting for a response from Ceredigion County Council on the issue of being able to charge/request donations.  The county council have accepted the offer to cover the costs for 2025/26 while negotiations continue.
Need to get things sorted in the next 12 months; Cllr Clive Davies to follow up with officers on the Brilliant basics expression of interest for Penrhodyn site. It was agreed to continue conversation with neighbouring councils,
ACTIONS:

Cllr Clive Davies to make relevant enquiries relating to Penrhodyn toilets

Clerk to liaise with neighbouring councils
(10)

Poetry trail app: 
Cllr Sue Lewis provided an update: the responses from the consultation are in support of the project and will help with the application. She will speak to Tristan & Brychan Jones; need to collate photos to be included in the Peoples Collection on National Library, there are hardly any relating to Dic Jones and this will add real value to that.  Cllr Sue Lewis has spoken with Hanes and the school who are to be included as partners in the project. 
ACTION: Cllr Sue Lewis to progress project; write out the bid and get it submitted.
(11)
Aberporth play area adjacent to Canolfan Dyffryn:
Clerk had not obtained a price to draft a lease; Council agreed solicitors to use.

ACTION: Clerk to contact recommended solicitors for a quote to draft a lease agreement.
(12)

Newsletter
Content for the newsletter was discussed and councillors were in agreement that the initial newsletter would include information on the survey and future issues would be looking forward rather than what the council has done as this would be for the annual report. Clerk suggested that the council uses mailer lite as a platform for the newsletter; this will allow electronic subscribing and help to protect data.  
ACTION: A 6 monthly newsletter is to be produced.  Clerk and Cllr Sue Lewis to move this forward.

(13)

Telescope 
Prices had been obtained and information circulated.  Clerk recommend that this is passed to the Community Enhancement and Social wellbeing committee to progress.  
ACTION: Clerk to obtain quotes for supply and fitting of a disabled friendly telescope.
(14)

Reported Items

The tree that came down in the storm, resulting in damage to the highway and concerns about oncoming traffic in the middle of the road was reported to Ceredigion County Council via online portal – response received: the matter you have raised has been investigated and as a result the enquiry has been closed,  Passed response to County Councillors; Cllr Clive Davies contacted relevant officer and it was established that the repairs to the highway had 
been completed and they required details of the landowner regarding the hedge.  Clerk asked county councillors to
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note with Ceredigion County Council that a simple message advising of actions taken before closing the case would save a lot of work.
(15)

Councillor Training: 
Circulated One Voice Wales training dates
Request has been made for councillors to confirm if they attended the county council Code of Conduct training so the plan can be updated.

Register of interests – circulate need back for 
(16)

One Voice Wales Awards completed and submitted. 2 application – 1 for the emergency rest centre; 2nd community engagement.
(17)

One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting - Online on Tuesday 11 March 2025 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm

This year our Annual General Meeting will be held on a remote basis and all Member councils are invited to nominate one councillor (as well as a substitute) to attend to engage in debating and deciding upon a range of important matters which for the first time in over fifteen years will include consideration of proposed changes to the constitution of the organisation.  Cllr Anne McCreary – see if available.
(18)

One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales Joint Event 27 March 10:00am to 1:30pm, remote via Zoom 
“Understanding the Planning System – your questions answered” £50 each. 

(19)

Shaping my work as Older People’s Commissioner
http://www.olderpeople.wales/haveyoursay
(20)

Road closure: Cyf:/Ref: 627/24

Rhif y Ffordd/Road no: USRN B4333 47101160

Lleoliad:/Location: Tan Y Groes/Aberporth

Dyddiad ac amser/Dates and times: 26/02/2025 – 28/02/2025 08:00 – 18:00

Duration: Daily - During Times Specified/Daily – During Working Day/ 24 hours a day/ During Period Specified

Gwaith:/Works:Gwaith ar ceblau/Cabling works
County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir

(21)

Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.

Cllr Davies has received a request for solar powered lighting along the safe route to school path; this has been considered previously and was agreed at the time to be expensive to install suitable public lighting.
Cllr Davies reported that County Council budgets have been the main area of work; he is hopeful that after negotiations with Drakeford that the council will be able to reduce proposed increases to council tax.  The local authority does not intend to make any service cuts this year; last year there was investment in waste collections and creating a planning enforcement team.
Cllr Davies has followed up issues raised at the consultation meeting:  Barcud are to review the footpath at Brynglas and complete remedial works. Cllr Gethin Davies confirmed that this work has been done
Barcud have placed a removal notice on the abandoned caravan and are following procedure to enable them to clear the area.
Cllr Davies had to leave the meeting for another engagement.
(22)

Enquiry received by the clerk concerning public footpath 68/18 being closed has been passed to county councillors. Cllr Gethin Davies confirmed this has now been reported to officer in Ceredigion County Council.
(23)

Cllr Damon Watmough requested county councillors consider traffic calming measures in Parcllyn; he noted his concerns about safety of young people travelling on the school buses due to lack of pavements and traffic travelling to fast.  The Clerk responded that the community council has previously requested measures at this location but due to issues with visibility it in not possible to introduce a priority traffic system to make room for a pavement.  It was agreed that it would be worthwhile requesting highways to consider the area again. 

ACTION: County Councillors to request a traffic management assessment.
Chairmans Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(24)

Cllr Jackie Brown has reported a number of issues to the local authority which have been resolved: drains 
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overflowing at Bryntirion, flooding at Dyffryn land from Howni, assisted waste collections and recycle bags collection point set up at the village hall.  She has been sharing information on Voluntary cars service and assisted a resident with information to access support.  Has made some progress on requesting the hedge coming down in to Aberporth from Parcllyn (B4333) be cut back. The Helyg Fawr public footpaths  68/4/5 & 6 have been reported to the rights of way officer as signs have been removed.
Cllr Jackie Brown to book annual lunch at Bryn Berwyn..
Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor

Planning/Cynllunio  

(25)

A250068 - 1a Bowls Road, Blaenporth, Cardigan, Ceredigion, SA43 2AR
Extension and raising main roof, community council had no concerns

A250018 - Cwtch Cafe, Aberporth, SA43 2EX 
The community council are in support of this proposed change of use if it provides sustainability for the café provision at this location.
A240964 - Dryslwyn, Lady Road, Blaenporth, Cardigan. SA43 2BE
Outbuilding renovations – no comments

Finance/Cyllido
(26)

The council reviewed the grants report and approved £100 grants to 9 local groups.
ACTION: Clerk to raise payments to community groups
(27)
Financial Timetable was reviewed and updated: January – precept form was submitted to Ceredigion County Council
Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(28)

The grass maintenance contract was discussed at length and it was agreed to not make any changes and it would be made available for tender as it is; if necessary additional cuts and areas can be approved if required. 

ACTION: Clerk to advertise for tenders, closing date 10th March so the contract can be agreed at the next meeting.

It was agreed that better consultation between the village hall management committee and the council regarding the areas of public land was required. Committee Meeting to be held 3rd March

(29)

Clerk requested that members of the maintenance committee consider the schedule of assets and to agree annual maintenance requirements; this is to be linked with new financial regulations in order that work can be approved and jobs raised to ensure that things are getting done.  It was agreed to hold a meeting on 3rd March at 6:30, location to be agreed.

ACTION: Clerk to circulate all outstanding work and the draft maintenance schedule for populating suggestions prior to the meeting.
(30)

Cllr Gethin Davies reported that he has tidied up the area dedicated to Miss Elphinstone and lowered hedges at this area; the large bush in the stones on the safe route to school has also been removed.
(31)

It was agreed to contact Ceredigion County Council about cleaning signs

ACTION: Clerk to write to Ceredigion County Council.

(32)

Biodiversity: 
Cllr Gethin Davies reported that the boxes are being looked at; Mr Dave Tudor is checking on them.
Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adoygu Trefn

(33)

New model Financial Regulations to be prepared for approval at the March meeting. 
ACTION: Clerk and Chair of Finance to cross reference existing regulations and draft new financial regulations.
Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/ Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(34)

Minutes of the committee were meeting provided.

The flyer for the community fridge project has been sent for printing.
Cllr Jackie Brown advised that she has organised an initial meeting on 3rd March for the senior citizens group.
ACTION: Clerk to design posters and advertise group meeting
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Beaches/ Traethau
Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus 

(35)

Tidy towns litter pick – date to be agreed before Easter break.

Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(36)

Received minutes of One Voice Wales Area Committee meeting
6. Notified Business  
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
7. Correspondence/Gohectbiaeth
(37)

Email:
2025 Electoral Review Programme
RegionalTransport Plan Public Consultation
Notice of forthcoming works by Network Rail on the Cambrian Line. Monday 17th March - Wednesday 2nd April
Ceredigion Cost of Living Bulletin: Social Isolation and Loneliness
Storm Eowyn - Check Before YouTravel
2025 Cynnal y Cardi January Bulletin
Community Grants
OVW:

Electoral Review Programme 2025
Vacancy -- Public Appointments 
Online free Asbestos Awareness Training
Long-term Thinking Sessions FGCW
Correspondence was noted
8. Review Diary 
Adolygu Dyddiadur

(38)

End of financial year –  Clerk to chase up outstanding invoices for approval and payment before end of March. 
9. Date of next meeting 
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf

(39)

Date of next meeting is Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 6:30pm.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8:30pm
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