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(1)

The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 6.30pm, at Blaenannerch Chapel Vestry.  The Chair, Cllr Jackie Brown, presided.
A hybrid meeting link was provided.

Present:  Cllr Sue Lewis, Cllr Gary Morss, Cllr Gethin Davies, Cllr Zoe Storer, Cllr Carys Owens, Cllr Tristan Jones, County Councillor Clive Davies and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk).

(2)
Cllr Jackie Brown requested a minute silence in respect of Past Councillor Jann Tucker and Mr Tony; a joint funeral will be held on Saturday.
1. Apologies/Personal matters 
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(3)

Apologies were received from Cllr Robin Young; Cllr Anne McCreary (attending One Voice Wales Area Committee meeting); Cllr Dave Addison; Cllr Aled Thomas and Cllr Damon Watmough

2.  To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below

Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod
3. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes

Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf

(4)

Cllr Sue Lewis proposed that the minutes of the December meeting be accepted as correct; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and accepted unanimously.
4. Financial business

Busnes Ariannol
(5)

Items approved for payment: 
£85.00 E A Owens

£317.30 Theatr Mwldan

£200.00 Richards Bros
£62.96
Cliand Computers – ink and paper
£78.00
Simon Jones

£100.00 DJ Chris Badlandz
£
Cllr Zoe Storer Expenses

4 x £250 cemetery grants
£18735.74 received from Ceredigion County Council Cynnal y Cardi grant payment.
Bank balances as at 31.12.24
Current account 

        £43311.72
Treasures account                              £ 7489.60
Allocated reserves account                 £45876.66
Bank Reconciliation and account information provided

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed to accept the financial information; this was seconded by Cllr Sue Lewis and passed unanimously.
5.
Reports

Addroddiadau

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc

Parcllyn Sports Field: 
(6)

a. Mr John Jones MOD had been on site in Parcllyn to produce an area plan for the site. He emailed requesting that the building was made secure again due to panels having come down; Cllr Zoe Storer arranged for the work to be completed and evidence has been provided.

Mr John Jones has advised that the MOD solicitors have sent documents to our solicitor for approval.  The email included a site plan including boundary responsibilities; this was reviewed and the council agreed with the site plan and to instruct the solicitor to proceed with the purchase of the land.
Action: Clerk to instruct solicitor.
(7)

b. Feasibility study meeting to accept the final report draft has been agreed for 15th January 6pm.  

Signed_________________________________________________  Date____________________
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Action: Clerk, Cllr Zoe Storer and Cllr Sue Lewis to attend the online meeting.
(8)

c. Clerk advised that she had received information from Cynnal y Cardi regarding reallocating the underspend but there was not enough time to be able to submit the application and spend the approved funds before the end of December

(9)

d. Email received from Welsh Government requesting evidence of consultation with residents regarding the purchase of the land and informing them of the intention to borrow the funds in the form of a loan. 

The idea of a consultation around the precept had been previously noted.  It was agreed to hold an engagement event in Aberporth Village Hall on a Saturday 1st February from 2pm to 4pm, tea/coffee and cake to be provided.  Clerk had provided draft information around the precept increase and proposed projects and spend for 2025-2026; this was approved to be printed in A3 to make a display.  Photographs and film promoting work of the community council to be shown on the large screen. County Councillors agreed to be present.
Clerk had provided a questionnaire that was approved to be circulated electronically and copies made available at the event.  

Action: Clerk to organise with Community Enhancement & Social Wellbeing Committee.

Action: Clerk to contact CAVO
(10)

e. The email from Welsh Government noted that the council minutes only indicated making enquiries into an application for borrowing approval and did not reflect the council’s decision to make an application.
The Clerk advised that the application will be to request borrowing approval for £75,000 to support the purchase of the field in Parcllyn and match funding a grant application to FAW.  

Fixed-Rate Loan Example (January 2025 Rates, Approximation):

· Loan Amount: £75,000

· Term: 10 years

· Interest Rate: ~4% (hypothetical)

· Monthly Repayment: Approximately £760/month

· Total Cost: About £91,200 over 10 years (principal + interest).

Cllr Sue Lewis proposed that Aberporth Community Council prepare and submit the application for borrowing approval to the Welsh Government and to ensure all required documentation is included; this was seconded by Cllr Zoe Storer and approved unanimously.
Action: Clerk to provide requested information to Welsh Government to support the application.
Toilets: 
(11)

Councillors were informed that the Clerk of Cardigan Town Council has advised that Cardigan Town Council have approved offering to cover the costs of toilet cleaning in Cardigan but the buildings will remain the responsibility of the local authority for 2025/26 while relevant legal documents are put in place.
It was recommended to the Council that Aberporth also offer to make a payment to Ceredigion County Council to cover the cost of cleaning the toilets at Penrhodyn and Lower Welfare Park.

Cllr Sue Lewis proposed that Aberporth Community Council contact Ceredigion County Council to offer the estimated costs of £11,000 that has been allocated in the budget to provide cleaning services for 2025-26; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and approved unanimously.

The Clerk noted that if the community council intend to introduce a charge for using the toilets to be allocated towards the 2026-27 cleaning costs then it will require permission from Ceredigion County Council.
Cllr Sue Lewis proposed that the Clerk contact Ceredigion County Council to request permission to request donations towards the use of the facilities; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and approved unanimously.

Cllr Clive Davies advised that the Welsh Government is looking to introduce the Tourism Tax which could potentially generate some funding for providing services such as public toilets.

Action: County Cllr Clive Davies to organise a joint meeting of the local community councils with Ceredigion County Council officers.

Action: Clerk to contact Ceredigion County Council

Poetry trail app: 
(12)

Cllr Sue Lewis reported on her meeting with Heritage Lottery which had been very encouraging and are keen to support the heritage element around the poetry trail and the history of Dic Jones; were interested in the idea pf a stand at the 2026 Eisteddfod to promote the app; like the idea that the app reduces the stress on nature with less people needing to visit the actual site. It does require public engagement and consultation and it can be included in the event on  1st February.  Cllr Lewis anticipates that this will be a more ambitious project than the original community fund bid.
Clerk noted that there is a designated area on the council website for poetry trail information and Max Thom was to provide the art work.

Cllr Sue Lewis has made contact with the family and potential partners including the school who are in support and 
Signed______________________________________________________  Date_________________
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want to be involved in the project.

Cllr Zoe Storer asked if the app could include other areas; it was agreed that there was future potential to develop the idea for other locations.
Aberporth play area adjacent to Canolfan Dyffryn:
(13)

An email response had been received from the village hall management committee expressing agreement to lease the play park area only to the community council: A decision would need to be made on overall management & payments for insurance & equipment. A long-term lease would need to be drawn up legally, play area only not the playing field, it was considered that the fence should remain due to the play area’s proximity to the road & everyone would need to be consulted on its design & relevant aspects.  A community consultation may be required.
The Clerk noted that the reply was in concise and appeared to relate to two different issues; she asked for clarification from village hall members. 

Cllr Zoe Storer advised that the village hall trustees were happy for the community council to lease the play area but want to retain the right to have the say in how it is managed and on any future improvements.  The village hall committee have also taken up an offer from a resident to design a play area and are to consider funding opportunities. Cllr Zoe Storer suggested that the community council do not continue with the idea; if the village hall is in the process of applying for funding then they won’t be able to lease the land.

After discussion it was agreed to find out how much it would cost to draft a lease for village hall approval.  
Action: clerk to obtain a quote for drafting a lease agreement.
Community food project: 
(14)

Have emailed the village hall and spoken with them about a joint project and requested a meeting to include the existing volunteers.

Cllr Sue Lewis advised that currently the village hall is running a 3-month pilot project with Fareshare which costs £60 a month for 4 collections; the first collection provided lots of food which was made available and donations received totalled £80.  It was agreed to revisit after the pilot project.
Community council agreed to fund 1000 flyers to go door to door; Village Hall to provide design.
Action: Cllr Sue Lewis to organise with Vllage Hall

Councillor Training: 
(15)

Circulated One Voice Wales training dates
Reminder: Ceredigion County Council Code of Conduct Training is on Tuesday February 11th.
(16)

One Voice Wales Awards are to be held in Builth on 30th April and are accepting applications.  Clerk and Cllr Sue Lewis to complete relevant award nomination forms.
(17)

Damage to road B4333 where tree has come down in the storm has been reported on County Council my account.
Councillors agreed that it is dangerous with cars in the middle of road and oncoming cars coming round a blind bend/
(18)

Notes  of Meeting Ceredigion County Council and Town and Community Councils – South have been received from Ceredigion County Council and circulated.

(19)

Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru has published its Revised Proposals Report in relation to the review of Senedd Constituencies in Wales.
https://www.dbcc.gov.wales/
(20)

Age Friendly Ceredigion ,Digital Mapping Meeting 13.1.25 & OPC questionnaire
Next forum is 26th February in Aberporth village hall.
(21)
COVID-19 Day of Reflection 2025 will take place on Sunday 9 March
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-covid-19-day-of-reflection-2025
Approved Face book post to recognise day
Action: Clerk to organise a Facebook post.
(22)

Road closure: C1175 47101034

Lleoliad:/Location: Blaenannerch, Aberteifi/Cardigan

Dyddiad ac amser/dates and times: 22/01/2025  08:00-18:00

Signed___________________________________________________  Date_________________-

Minutes Ref:36
Page 4

Duration: Daily - During Times Specified/Daily – During Working Day/ 24 hours a day/ During Period Specified

Gwaith:/Works: Gwaith gwasanaeth dwr / water Service repairs
County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir

(23)

Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.

He noted that it had been a quiet month.  He congratulated the community council on its response to storm Darragh and noted that communities need to be more resilient.  He suggested that an emergency generator be considered in the event of there being no power at the hall, on this occasion only part of the village was out and luckily the village hall did have power.
He advised that the UKSPF fund is now finishing and they have received information on the layout of new transition fund; there is less funding with Welsh Government being involved Ceredigion is receiving 42% decrease on budget - £5.1 million will be available. Cllr Zoe Storer noted the complexity and amount of paperwork that is involved in the Cynnal y Cardi grant process is not relative to the size of grants; it is overwhelming.  

Action: Cllr Sue Lewis is to raise the issue of paperwork at the next Cynnal y Cardi meeting.
He reported on the County Council Budget for this year which gives a Council tax raise 9-10% with no cuts; Ceredigion County Council have not gone into reserves this year so can continue to maintain services at existing levels for 2025-2026.  They have already strengthened the planning enforcement team so they can deal with the back log. Budget Proposals include continued investment to waste services.  The Estates Department have new staff and are catching up on outstanding matters; int eh longer term once back log is sorted the council intends to consider the proceeds of crime as a method of recovering costs.
Potholes have been reported

(24)

Cllr Gethin Davies reported he had attended planning meetings, site visits and budget meetings.
He noted the passing of Hayden Lewis a retired county councillor for Ferwig.  

Ceredigion County Council had responded well to the recent storms and he acknowledged the level of community support.

He had attended the Boxing day swim which is an unbelievable event with increasing numbers of people every year. 

Chairmans Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(25)

Cllr Jackie Brown reported that she had attended Canolfan Blaenporth, the Christmas carol service at St Cynwyls, the village hall luncheon club, Boxing Day presentation of the bench in memory of Shane Pritchard, Cinema trip and the New Year Childrens party. She had visited Emlyn Café to thank them for their work in providing the catering for the Older Peoples lunch and the cawl for the emergency rest centre.
She has reported flooding in Felin Road which Ceredigion County Council responded to immediately and a tree down on a public footpath.
She reported a parking issue which was causing a dangerous issue and was passed between Ceredigion Enforcement and the police until she involved PCSO Kieboom who dealt with the problem.  
Has helped residents’ complete applications for assisted collections for waste 

She raised ongoing issues with lack of information on booking hospital transport.
She had received a Thank you card from Aberporth Bilingual playgroup which had been decorated by the children.

Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor

Planning/Cynllunio  

(26)

A240956 - Sunnymead, Aberporth, Cardigan, SA43 2EN
No comments

A240953 - Land Adjacent To Glyncoch Road, Aberporth, Ceredigion, SA43 2DF 
A240952 - Land Adjacent to Glyncoch Road, Aberporth, Ceredigion, SA43 2DF
Council noted that there have been previous applications at this site; concerns were raised about increased traffic coming out onto Rhiw Rofft and the junction not being safe ; there are also issues regarding the inadequate sewerage system and lack of capacity for additional properties.
A240927 - Land rear of Caerwenith, Aberporth, SA43 2EN 
The application is to build a bungalow in the rear garden with access onto Brynglas; the council agreed that this is an overdevelopment of the site and noted concerns about access onto a narrow road through the housing estate. 

A240919 - 8 Heol yr Wylan, Aberporth, Cardigan. SA43 2HE 
No comments
Finance/Cyllido
(27)

It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Zoe storer would look at the new Model Financial Regulations document received from One Voice Wales and cross reference to existing regulations for circulation and approval at next months meeting.

Action: Clerk and Cllr Storer to arrange date to undertake this piece of work. 
Signed____________________________________________________________  Date______________

Mnutes Ref:37
Page 5

Financial Planner
(28)

January – advise Ceredigion County Council of precept.
Action: Clerk to complete relevant paperwork and submit to Ceredigion County Council

(29)

Clerk has completed PIALC 
Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(30)

Cllr Robin Young cleared the SR2School in Blaenporth; the Clerk had received a thank you from the landowners and appreciated the council organising to get this work competed so quickly.
(31)

An electrician has made the lamps in Dyffryn Garden safe; the unit on one of the lamps needs to be replaced as water is pooling inside.
(32)

Clerk provided the revised grass contracts to the Village Hall for consideration; there is no feedback.  Council agreed that the clerk put the notices out for tenders. 
Action: Clerk to start the tender process for the grass cutting and footpath maintenance for 2025-26.
(33)

Biodiversity: 

Cllr Gethin Davies informed the council that the annual bird watch is being held at the end of January and that it is important that get involved; he advised that Aberporth Village Hall are organising an event at Canolfan Dyffryn.  It was agreed to promote on Facebook
Next month he will visit and check boxes that have been put up.

Action: Clerk to share Big Garden Birdwatch information.

Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adoygu Trefn

Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/ Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(34)

It was a very successful trip to Theatr Mwldan and the childrens New Year party was well attended with very positive feedback and gratitude from parents. There are a number of initiatives that need to be developed and it was agreed to hold an online meeting on Monday 20th 6:30pm on zoom.
Action: Clerk to organise committee meeting

Beaches/ Traethau
(35)

Last storm has started taking the sand back out and lowering levels at the wall, hopefully next high tides will do the work and deal with the bank.  It was noted that on 2nd February there will be really high tides.  It was agreed to advise the community.

Action: Clerk to provide community information.
Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus 

Aberporth is tidy thanks to daily pick-ups by volunteers

Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(36)

Notes from the Ceredigion Public Services Board meeting were provided for One Voice Wales Area Committee Rep information.
One Voice Wales Ceredigion Area Committee is on 14th January.
Email received from One Voice Wales who are undertaking a review of area committees; Clerk to review with Cllr Anne McCreary.
Action: Cllr Anne McCreary and Clerk to arrange response to survey.

6. Notified Business  
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
(37)

Cllr Sue Lewis reported that she has suggested that the village hall applies for a micro grant to stage an exhibition of Emyr Williams’ photos from the 70s,80s and 90s along with a tea in the village hall for senior villagers to come along and reminisce.

She and Cllr Carys Owens are also working on a memory cafe idea which could be another project for a funding bid.  

Age Without Limits Day: Micro-grants for Age-friendly Communities are available up to £500
Signed______________________________________________________  Date____________
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(38)

Cllr Sue Lewis made a proposal to produce a newsletter; this idea was endorsed and Cllr Lewis will have a look at ways to produce an electronic version; she will draft something together and email round for input.
Action: Cllr Sue Lewis to look at producing a newsletter.

(39)

Over the last few years the community has lost a number of people who were stalwarts on both the community council and the village hall who have not been recognised for their contribution: Hywel Evans, John Edwards, Mary Bott and now Jann and Tony Tucker.

It was suggested to set up a task and finish group with the village hall to think of a fitting tribute but after discussion it was agreed that the community council would proceed with a project to install a public viewing point with telescope at Penrhodyn.
Action: Clerk to research and price public telescopes.

7. Correspondence/Gohectbiaeth
(40)

Email:
Grant request from 2026 National Eisteddfod
Amber weather warning this weekend - Transport for Wales
Independent Member (Community) vacancy
Ceredigion Cost of Living Bulletin: Support over Christmas
Valuation Tribunal for Wales Tribunal Members
Silly Rules
Independent Member (Community) Opportunity - Hywel Dda University Health Board
IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
OVW:

Celebrate the successful One Voice Wales event at the Senedd 27.11.24
North Wales Development Officer Vacancy
Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources
Consultation on Reforms to the Compulsory Purchase Process and Compensation Rules
Hywel Dda University Health Board Stakeholder's Group
IMPORTANT / PWYSIG FW: Law Commission consultation on Burial and Cremation law reform
Community Ambassador Role
Correspondence was noted
8. Review Diary 
Adolygu Dyddiadur

(41)

Cemetery grants
Call out for community grants

9. Date of next meeting 
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf

(42)

Date of next meeting is Tuesday 11th February 2025.  It was agreed to cancel the February meeting in order that Councillors can attend the Code of Conduct training with a brief meeting to consider community grants afterwards.
(43)

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9pm.
Signed____________________________________________________  Date______________
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