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(1)

The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 6.30pm at Blaenannerch Chapel Vestry. The Chair, Cllr Jackie Brown, presided.
Present: Cllr Gethin Davies, Cllr Tristan Jones, Cllr Robin Young, Cllr Gary Morss, Cllr Carys Owens, Cllr Zoe Storer; County Councillor Clive Davies and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk).

Cllr Sue Lewis attended via Zoom
1. Apologies/Personal matters 
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(2)

Apologies were received from Cllr Aled Thomas, Cllr Dave Addison, Cllr Anne McCreary and Cllr Damon Watmough
2.  To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below

Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod
(3)

Cllr Sue Lewis declared her interests relating to planning application A240636 The Beach House, Aberporth
3. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes

Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf

Minutes meeting
(4)

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and approved unanimously.
4. Financial business

Busnes Ariannol
(5)

Items paid: 
£118.02 T Jones Translation services
£800.00 Emlyn Cafe

£117.88 Cllr Zoe Storer

£60.00
OT football

£134.40 EL Jones

For payment:

£40.00 IPC Services

£34.00 Aberporth Village Hall
£193.96 SLCC
£517.00 One Voice Wales 
£2,907.90 Gallagher Insurance Ltd
£184.80 Cllr Zoe Storer 
Bank balances as at 28.02.25.
Current account 

        £16,232.74
Treasures account                              £29989.60
Allocated reserves account                 £45876.66
Banc reconciliation and account information provided

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the financial information be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and approved unanimously.

5.
Reports

Addroddiadau

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc

(6)

Sports Field: 
Have chased the solicitor regarding sale agreement and advised on deadlines for MOD to ensure that relevant paperwork is signed within proposed timescales.  Council resolved that the Clerk approve and sign the legal documents on behalf of the Council.
The requested information has been provided to Welsh Government for the borrowing approval application.

Cynnal y Cardi final claim forms have been signed off.
Signed_____________________________________________  Date______________
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(7)

Consultation: the post box has been put up for completed hard copies; have printed 100 surveys with larger print which will be available in the chemist and shop; the ms forms online survey has been extended until end of March and promoted on social media; posters with a qr code for the online survey need to be placed in noticeboards and around the area.
(8)

Toilets: 
It has been established that there is 100% relief for stand-alone public lavatories, including those publicly or privately owned.
Aberystwyth Town Council have contacted all councils regarding the county wide situation on public toilets.  I have responded to inform them of the current position with Aberporth.

Cllr Clive Davies advised that he has spoken with Mr Russel Hughes-Pickering at Ceredigion County Council to move things forward and will be meeting with officers on Friday. 

Cllr Sue Lewis enquired about the Brilliant basics grant; Cllr Clive Davies advised that the county council have submitted a big project which goes right across the coast but has not heard on how the application is progressing.
(9)

Aberporth play area adjacent to Canolfan Dyffryn:
Estimate received from solicitors that it would cost around £1700 to handle the community council side of a lease agreement; there would be additional costs to the village hall to draft the lease agreement.

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the community council email Aberporth Village Hall Management Committee and advise that due to the costs of producing a lease agreement the community council did not wish to proceed; this was seconded by Cllr Tristan Jones and approved unanimously.

ACTION: Clerk to email Aberporth Village Hall Management Committee.

(10)

The Clerk suggested to the council that there is potentially an opportunity to submit an application to the new round of Cynnal y Cardi funding to purchase play equipment.

Cllr Clive Davies advised that Welsh Government has promised money specifically for play.

Cllr Zoe Storer noted that it would be good for the council to be prepared for funding opportunities; to use the strategy and get a plan together with a priced wish list.
(11)

Councillor Training: 
Circulated One Voice Wales training dates
Joint event One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales – Thursday 27 March from 10:00am to 1:30pm, remote via Zoom “Understanding the Planning System – your questions answered” 
Cllr Tristan Jones expressed an interest in attending.
ACTION: Clerk to book training

(12)

Reminder: Remuneration Opt Out/Claim Forms and Register of Interest Forms to be completed. These have been provided to councillors.
(13)

Community bus: 
Dolen Teifi have advised that there will be a bus located in Aberporth and it is understood that the village hall management committee is happy for it to be located at the hall car park; Mr Mike Harwood has given permission for a key box to be located on the outside wall of the hall.

Email received from Dolen Teifi requesting council promote the bus and recruit new volunteer drivers and requested a meeting. Cllr Sue Lewis agreed to attend a meeting.  Cllr Carys Owens requested that the Clerk confirm the situation re D1 licence requirements.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Dolen Teifi

(14)

Update on Information panel for Parcllyn:  
Mrs Maxine Thom is organising the printing of the panel and Mr Howard Williams has advised that QinetiQ will make a supporting frame.

(15)

The role, governance and accountability of the community and town council sector report has been received:

https://senedd.wales/media/ldqbgvzu/cr-ld17034-e.pdf
Welsh Government are collating information on the number of councils using Powers of General Competence. 
Signed__________________________________________  Date___________________
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(16)

Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2025 to 2026
https://www.gov.wales/independent-remuneration-panel-wales-annual-report-2025-2026
There is no change to payment structure or rates for community and town councils.
(17)

One Voice Wales have postponed the Annual General Meeting due to lack of attendees; new arrangements to be confirmed.

Cllr Robin Young asked about the council’s engagement with One Voice Wales.  Clerk responded that Cllr Anne McCreary is an an active representative on the area committees and also represents the Ceredigion area committee on Hywel Dda Health Board;  the council has a legal responsibility to produce a training plan and One Voice Wales is the main training provider.  Cllr Sue Lewi has attended a number of free webinars.  Whenever required the Clerk has received legal support and advice from One Voice Wales officers,
Cllr Clive Davies advised that Ceredigion County Council Ambassadors training would provide an insight into the county.
The Clerk noted that it would be beneficial if the community council could access some of the county council mandatory e-training.
(18)

Information received from PCSO Matthew Kieboom: Cardigan has its own GoSafe Operative and Speed Camera Van now working full time, dedicated to the area and is asking the council to  please promote the GoSafe Website for people to report community concerns, it can be about perceived speed, how safe they feel on the road, types of vehicle that they feel are going faster than is safe be:cars, tractors or trucks etc.
https://www.gosafe.org/report/community-concern/#:~:text=Requests%20for%20enforcement%20are%20made%20by%20concerned%20people,will%20endeavour%20to%20respond%20as%20soon%20as%20possible.
Cllr Jackie Brown suggested it would be a good idea to consider setting back up the speed watch; there were a few councillors who used to do it in Blaenporth. Cllr Clive Davies suggested inviting the new officer to a meeting.
(19)

Thank you correspondence received from Canolfan Blaenporth for the community Christmas tree and to Cllr Aled Thomas; it allowed them to hold a successful carol singing event followed by mulled wine and mince pies.
County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir

(20)

Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.

Cllr Davies noted that it had been a short month and mainly focused on the county council budget: he reported that there is to be no cuts in services; the overall increase to council tax will be 9.3% which includes an investment in services. This financial year the county was on budget; and hasn’t had to go into its reserves. 
He had attended other meetings including scientists monitoring nutrients in the River Teifi and dealt with issues including noise complaints & dog mess; Go safe relating to  speed in Gwbert; water issue in Cardigan; supported an Aberporth resident in setting up a baby bank in Cardigan.  He had attended the Gwyl Fach which was a really good event.
(21)

Cllr Gethin Davies reported he had been busy with planning.  He had attended the meeting to start off local fundraising for the Eisteddfod and a committee has been established; the target is £10,000
Cllr Sue Lewis proposed that the community council contribute £1500 over 3 years and requested that it be included on next months agenda.
Chairmans Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(22)

Cllr Jackie Brown advised that recycling and food waste bags are now located at the village hall.
The start-up meeting for an older 50s group had been well attended; the group named Forever Young group will be held 1st Monday monthly under the  umbrella of community council.  Eirian Rees  has provided the clerk with a written report of the meeting.  It was suggested that the community council look at potential funding opportunities; Cllr Carys Owens  will organise Age friendly project officer & community facilitator to attend and offer support.
The hall hire will be £24 a month though attendees will contribute.  Cllr Jackie Brown thanked the village hall for complimentary tea and coffee and to the volunteers who helped at the event.
Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor

Planning/Cynllunio  

(23)

A250093 - Land Adj, To Llain Onnen Tresaith Road, Aberporth, Ceredigion, SA43 2EB
Council wish for concerns relating to over development of the site to be noted; the proposed dwellings will be overlooking neighbouring properties especially plots 2,3,4,and 5 which show 2nd floor balconies. It was noted that the height of the proposed dwellings could have an impact on any solar panels on adjacent homes.  
Signed__________________________________________  Date______________
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Council wants to query information included in the drawings relating to the number of bedrooms as 2,3 and 4; where will bedroom 1 be located and is it the intention to have future change in planning to include 3rd storey in all properties. 
A250075 - Barry House, Aberporth, SA43 2EU 
No comments
A240636 The Beach House Cae Dolwen, Aberporth, Cardigan, Ceredigion, SA43 2DE – received notice of appeal

Finance/Cyllido
(24)

Finance committee and Clerk have drafted a set of new financial regulations based on the model document received from One Voice Wales.
Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the council adopt the Financial Regulations 2025; this was seconded by Cllr Sue Lewis and adopted unanimously.
(25)

Clerk had produced a Procurement policy to support the new Financial regulations.  Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the council adopt the procurement policy; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and adopted unanimously.   
As part of the procurement process the council needs to produce a list of approved contractors; Councillors to suggest contractors.
ACTION: Councillors to provide their recommendations for Clerk to collate relevant information necessary to be included as an approved contractor.
(26)

The Finance Diary will be updated to support the new Financial regulations. 
ACTION: Clerk to update finance diary
(27)

Clerk requested that the banking mandate be updated – Past councillors to be removed; Clerk and Cllr Anne McCreary to remain as signatories; Councillors to be added: Cllr Zoe Storer as Chair of finance and Cllr Sue Lewis as Vice Chair.  Cllr Carys Owens proposed to accept these recommendations; this was seconded by Cllr Gethin Davies and approved unanimously:
ACTION: Clerk to confirm changes with Lloyds bank.
Business debit card has been ordered as per financial regulations

(28)

Councillors need to complete the remuneration form to either claim or decline payments

(29)

Grant request received from Canolfan Blaenporth.  Cllr Carys Owens proposed a payment of £100; this was seconded by Cllr Zoe Storer and approved unanimously. 
Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(30)

Minutes of committee meeting were provided.
Clerk had only received one tender for the grass maintenance and footpath trashing.  Clerk advised that with the limits approved in the new procurement policy the council can invite companies for quotes; it was agreed to obtain quotes as soon as possible and organise an extra meeting to approve a contractor at the earliest opportunity.
ACTION: Clerk to obtain quotes and organise a meeting to approve.
(31)

Clerk has spoken with existing contractor regarding price for cut on the Parcllyn field; she advised that it would be £500.

Cllr Tristan Jones asked if there is any strength in purchasing a machine. 
Cllr Zoe Storer advised that the Parcllyn Community Field charity were applying to the lottery for a grant to purchase a marquee and would look into the possibility of adding a mower to the application which is to support  the charity to hold events on the field.
In the meantime it was agreed to get an initial cut of the whole field completed,

ACTION: Clerk to obtain quote to cut the field.
(32)

Councillors discussed the potential of employing a grounds/handyman.  With the budgets allocated to grass maintenance; general maintenance and potentially toilets it could amount to a salary.  Council to consider this option.
(33)

Poetry trail :  Cllr Robin Young had brought the condition of the trail to the maintenance committee with a lot of 
Signed___________________________________________________  Date__________________
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trees down which need to be cleared. Clerk to report to the county council. Cllr Tristan Jones is to talk with land owners and report back to the council.  
Cllr Tristan Jones advised he is designing moulds to set tiles into; which can then be placed around the footpath.
Cllr Gethin Davies advised that the Poetry trail displays need to be cleaned.
ACTION: Cllr Tristan Jones to speak with landowners
ACTION: Clerk to provide photographs to Ceredigion County Council

(34)

Biodiversity: 
Cllr Gethin Davies advised that they will be putting up 8 new boxes.
Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adoygu Trefn

(35)

Standing orders to be updated in line with the new model document provided by One Voice Wales
(36)

Latest Development Notes received from One Voice Wales: Organising a Successful Event; Asset Register and Meetings Administration.
Digital Guidance from One Voice Wales to be considered

Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/ Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(37)

Minutes of the meeting were provided.

Meeting to be set to organise VE Day arrangements
Beaches/ Traethau
(38)

Cllr Gethin Davies advised that there is a lot of sand on Dyffryn and a risk of pooling at the top.
Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus 

Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(39)

Cllr Sue Lewis reported that the head teacher of Ysgol Gynradd Aberporth will be leaving at end of Summer; the school is sorry to see her go.

6. Notified Business  
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
(40)

May Annual Meeting
Nomination for Chair: Cllr Sue Lewis

Proposed:  Cllr Anne McCreary 

Second: Cllr Carys Owens
Nomination for Vice Chair: Cllr Zoe Storer

Proposed: Cllr Anne McCreary

Second: Cllr Carys Owens
Approved unanimously
(41)

Request received for a litter bin at the bus shelter outside QinetiQ in Parcllyn.  Clerk advised that this has been requested previously but is deemed a security risk to QinetiQ.
7. Correspondence/Gohectbiaeth
(42)

Glasdon products

Email:
SSAFA Wales Community Council appeal 2025
Ceredigion Cost of Living Bulletin: Health and Wellbeing
Cambrian Rail Lines - Buses Replace Trains - 17th March to 2ndApril
Cynnal y Cardi 2025 February Bulletin
Online Events from the Cost of Living Crisis Support Team
Police and Crime Plan 2025 – 2029
Notification of works A487 Blaenannerch, Ceredigion
One Voice Wales:

Green GEN Tywi Teifi Consultation Launched
Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales - Annual Report 2025
Online Events from the Cost of Living Crisis Support Team
Correspondence was noted
Signed___________________________________________________  Date_____________
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8. Review Diary 
Adolygu Dyddiadur

(43)

End of year accounts
Prepare for Annual meeting

9. Date of next meeting 
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf

(44)

Date of next meeting is Tuesday 8th April 2025 at 6:30pm.
Date of Annual Meeting Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 6pm

(45)

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8:50pm 
Signed____________________________________________________  Date___________
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