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(1)

The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 6.30pm at Aberporth Village Hall.  The Chair, Cllr Sue Lewis, presided.
Present: Cllr Anne McCreary; Cllr Gethin Davies; Cllr Dave Addison; Cllr Carys Owens; Cllr Zoe Storer; Cllr Damon Watmough; Cllr Aled Thomas; Cllr Gary Morss; County Cllr Clive Davies and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk).
1. Apologies/Personal matters 
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(2)

Apologies were received from Cllr Jackie Brown, Cllr Robin Young and Cllr Tristan Jones
Cllr Sue Lewis asked the Community Council to acknowledge the passing of Hubert Edwards who has sadly died this week, for many years he had been a member of the footpath committee.
2.  To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below

Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod
3. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes

Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf

(3)

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the minutes of the July meeting be accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Damon Watmough and passed unanimously.
4. Financial business

Busnes Ariannol
(4)

Items approved for payment 
£1500.00 E A Owens 
£708.00 Vision ICT
£822.00 Ultraclean 
£33.30 Cllr Sue Lewis 
£50.10 DD Thomas

£53.58 EVAQ8 
£1140.00 Wales Audit
£995.00 Wales Audit 

£61.65 SV Owens 
£640.00 E A Owens
£420.00 Container care solutions
£584.35 SV Owens
£135.00 Aberporth Village Hall
£19,291.00 received from Ceredigion County Council  2nd precept instalment

Bank balances as at 31.08.25
Current account 

        £14511.77
Treasures account                              £-4.25

Allocated reserves account                 £21835.45
Bank reconciliation & monthly report accepted.
5. Reports

Addroddiadau

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc

(5)

Sports Field & Parks
The purchase of the field was discussed and Clerk to clarify with solicitor on progress of legal documents.
Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the terms of reference for the Parcllyn Working Group be approved; this was seconded by Cllr Damon Watmough and passes unanimously.

Councillors had met with representatives of FAW and the council had been invited to submit a funding bid; it was agreed to complete an Expression of Interest for £500,000.

Clerk had contacted Ceredigion County Council regarding biodiversity and planting on the field but had not progressed this.

Have received 100 responses to the open play survey; need to promote again.

Council was not successful in its application to Ceredigion play grant.
Signed__________________________________________________________ Date
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(6)

Toilets: 
 
Have had no response from Ceredigion County Council relating to the lease agreement.  Clerk has raised concerns about the 5 year claw back preventing funding opportunities and has requested a meeting.
It was noted that Age friendly communities needed suitable toilet facilities.
Clerk advised that there could potentially be a project for the Welsh Government Community Facilities Programme.
(7)

Bins:

Clerk had received no complaints relating to litter this summer.  The partnership working with village hall and Ceredigion County Council has been effective and feedback is positive.  Clerk advised that the council needs to include in annual budgets for next year and consider extending to include Easter and May half term.  The large storage bin needs to be removed over the Winter.
It was agreed to contact the village hall about extending the number of weeks next season.
(8)

Beach: 
Community Council had replaced the padlock on the disabled wheelchair due to lifeguards losing the keys.

There were ongoing issues over the summer with kayaks blocking disabled path access to the beach; there were over 200 kayaks on the bank many of which were not used at all.  It was agreed to contact the Aberporth Village Hall as landowners.
The disabled access path needs clearing back and potentially resurfacing; areas have narrowed and now restrictive to wheelchair access – need to obtain quotes and look at underspends in this year’s budget or include for early next year.
Ongoing issues with high levels of sand affecting the sea defence on Dolwen beach; sand is now covering areas of the top of the sea wall and path which will potentially create issues with weeds.

(9)

Clerk suggested arranging a meeting with Ceredigion County Council officers to discuss tourism services- toilets, litter and beach potentially include local business owners to plan for improvements.  

(10)
Councillor Training: 
Circulated One Voice Wales training dates
One Voice Wales webinar: No One Left Out: Low-Cost Christmas Ideas for Families Wednesday 15 October 2pm - 4pm
Social media-guidance to Councillors received from Ceredigion County Council
(11)

Caru’ch Cymuned award: Deadline for full applications was Monday, 8 September and due to the Clerks misunderstanding there was insufficient time to make the application deadline. Cllr Clive Davies to enquire on possibility of an extension.
(12)

Welsh Government Democratic Engagement grant: Clerk provided information relating to a Lego workshop as part of the project; councillors were in support.
(13)

Registration of land adjacent to village hall; Clerk collected council deeds from Morgan & Richardson to evidence land boundaries and provided information to village hall management committee.

(14)

Email received from Ceredigion County Council relating to Place Plans for larger villages. Aim is to build on the positive engagement and outcomes from the town plans, ensuring that villages also have a strong voice in shaping their future. Ceredigion County Council will be in contact to progress a plan for Aberporth as a recognised service centre. 

(15)

One Voice Wales National Conference and Annual General Meeting (AGM) is being held at the Royal Welsh Showground on Wednesday 1 October 2025.  The One Voice Wales online extraordinary meeting was cancelled due to lack of support.  Annual conference will now manage motions to change constitution. 

Cllr Anne McCreary and Cllr Gethin Davies to attend
(16)

Information on correspondence from One Voice Wales provided.
County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir

(17)

Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.

Signed_______________________________________________  Date_______________
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Had been a busy Summer attending many excellent events in Aberporth and across the county.
He advised that Cynnal y Cardi funding has all been allocated

He had provided a copy of response from county council regarding 20mph and speeding concerns in Parcllyn

He updated the community council on the county council purchasing a farm adjacent to Lampeter university and plans for the campus and benefits to the area with a 4-to-5-year programme to bring it all together.  
He has been contacted regarding the changes to local bus provision; there is no service through Blaenporth & Blaenannerch. 
Parking in Cardigan car parks is going to scrutiny regarding the charges.
(18)

Cllr Gethin Davies had attended planning meeting and provided a copy of email relating to speeding at Blaenporth and Lady Road.
Chairmans Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(19)

Written report received from Cllr Sue Lewis.  The breakfast club over the summer holidays was brilliant – everyone really enjoyed and it was a really good collaboration; she thanked everyone who had helped.

She gave a big well done to the village hall on the carnival which was an excellent event, busy day and was nice to see the community getting involved.  She had joined the poetry trail event last weekend which over 100 people attended.
Cllr Lewis also provided an update on poetry trail grant application with CAVO contacting Cynnal y Cardi tomorrow to finalise the details.
Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor

Planning/Cynllunio  

(20)

A250578 - Tanyreglwys Garage, Blaenporth SA43 2AW
A250489 - Brynywawr, Aberporth SA43 2HS
A250498 - 19, Hillfield Place, Parcllyn, Cardigan, Ceredigion, SA43 2DJ.  
There were no comments or observations
(21)

Cllr Clive Davies advised that a complaint and request for an investigation has gone into planning department relating to the Beach House application.  He noted that during the development of the community place plan the community council need to ensure it is accepted as supplementary planning guidance in order to retain the character of the village.
Finance/Cyllido
(22)

The agreement on local government pay which applies from 1st April 2025 has been settled; new pay rates have been received.  Need to process.

(23)
Clerk requested that proposals/projects for funding in 2026/27 financial year be included for consideration at October meeting so can have budgets prepared for November meeting.
Cllr Sue Lewis: poetry trail will require some investment

Cllr Gethin Davies: John y Graig panel naming of the coves on coastal path

(24)

Grant funding opportunities:
Ceredigion Nature Partnership’s Local Places for Nature small grants scheme
One Voice Wales Funding newsletter 7 
Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(25)

Memorial benches – have 2 that need to be installed.

Report of Japanese knotweed has been passed to contractors to deal with

Newsletter from Biodiversity team at One Voice Wales; new officer and grant packages.
Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adoygu Trefn

(26)

One Voice Wales Practice Development Notes: Members’ Allowances: Annual Timetable of Actions
Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/ Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(27)

Family breakfast project – Clerk to produce end of project report.  Video created for social media.
Signed___________________________________________  Date________________

Minutes Ref: 21

Page 4

(28)

Community Resilience Emergency Plan – Clerk has contacted Ceredigion County Council and One Voice Wales for support to update the existing plan

Cllr Sue Lewis advised she had the Ceredigion food poverty network and county council officers were collating a spreadsheet what communities require; she had noted the potential need for a generator in the event of power cuts as had been lucky last year with the hall having electric. She suggested we collate a wish list. 
.
(29)  

It was agreed to hold an online meeting on 29th October at 6:30pm to organise Christmas events; CAVO Connect & Inform grant as need to agree a date and invite partner organisations; Welsh Gov Democratic Engagement project.
Beaches/ Traethau
(30)

Fireworks display is to be held on Saturday 1st Nov
Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus 

(31)

It was suggested that the council set dates for volunteer groups to clear weeds from the kerbs throughout the villages.
Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(32)

Cllr Sue Lewis reported that she had met with school regarding providing parking over the summer; it may be possible next year
(33)

Cllr Aled Thomas advised that Canolfan Blaenporth are organising a treasure hunt.
6. Notified Business  
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
(34)

Cllr Anne McCreary informed the council that Hanes Aberporth will be holding an evening and would like to mark the centenary of the sinking of SS Sutton in some way; suggestions include lighting the beacon and a remembrance stone on the coastal path or in Parcllyn.  It was also noted that due to concerns with QinetiQ on content of the Parcllyn panel that maybe this is something that can be incorporated instead.
Cllr Sue Lewis explained to the meeting how this event was significant in changing how the coast guard responded; the enquiry resulted in changes in how emergency services respond.
Cllr Anne McCreary proposed that the beacon be lit; a stone be placed in Parcllyn and the information be incorporated into the panel; this was seconded by Cllr Zoe Storer and passed unanimously.  Cllr Anne McCreary to report back to Hanes Aberporth.
(35)

Cllr Sue Lewis requested that the community council consider ways in which it can act in protecting Aberporth character - the village has limited buildings of heritage interest and it is important that as a community council we preserve the character of those left as well as protecting the traditional "look" of the village. While we have little influence or say over planning decisions it is important that any new buildings are sympathetic to their surroundings. The new homes on New Road are a glaring example of developers over-riding community opinion. The place plan will be an opportunity for the council to do this.
(36)

Cllr Sue Lewis raised concerns about the stepping stones over the Howni on Dyffryn beach; a child had cut their head open during the summer and there have been a number of accidents the last couple of years.  She noted there is potential to liaise with local business.

(37)

Cllr Sue Lewis had received concerns about the new barrier by Canolfan Dyffryn; the location of this barrier narrows the final few feet of pavement and to ask developers to move it back. 
(38)

Cllr Sue Lewis had received a request to provide signage to village at Plas; visitors that walk the footpath come out at the houses on Plas and then don't know where to go.
(39)

Clerk has raised issues with camper vans parking on the road adjacent to the lower welfare park with county councillors over the Summer.  This area is identified on apps as a suitable space for free parking and over the last few years the issue has increased with large vehicles having issues in trying to turn around as it is a dead end. She suggested that may be a time restricted parking during summer months needs to be reintroduced.  
Signed_______________________________________________  Date______________
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(40)

Cllr Damon Watmough advised that there had been a grass fire on the old social club site; had to call fire service. Safety hazard – was so close to the building; good job fire service when got there otherwise potential building would have gone up. Health & safety Write to owners.

7. Correspondence/Gohectbiaeth
(41)

Email:
Blachere Christmas Products - Limited Time Sale
Gwarchod ac adfer y cymunedau Cymraeg
Extended Deadline: Young People-Shape Our Services and Open Call for Evidence
Explore Wales’ breathtaking coastal path with ‘Rail to Trail”

Llais monthly newsletter
PCC Bulletin
Cynnal y Cardi August Bulletin
New TrawsCymru bus service for north Wales
Welsh Government Consultation on Revisions to the Separate Collectionof Waste Materials for Recycling: A Code of Practice for Wales
The Public Services Ombudsman Code of Conduct Findings
Supporting Bereaved Children in Your Constituency – Sandy Bear Press Release
Wales rolls out subsidy card for gluten-free food
Growing Mid Wales Understanding Demand – 'Tell Us What You Need'
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol - Social Care: your chance to influence the future of the sector.
Ceredigion Cost of Living Bulletin: Income Maximisation
OPCC Annual Report
Assistance to understand active travel in rural Wales
Senedd votes to give councils choice to charge for overnight stays
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales quarterly newsletter: April -June
One Voice Wales: 
Ystadau Cymru Awards 2025
Welsh Government Consultation on extending the duty on local authorities to broadcast meetings
Final week to share your views on the Clinical Services Plan Consultation
SURVEY - In Wales, in 2025, does the job title “Clerk” adequately reflect the role?
Repair Cafe Wales
Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources – included case study on Aberporth Community Engagement
SLM - Indicators & Targets Workshop
Commissioner’s Newsletter - July 2025
Reusable Cup Schemes - Survey and Event 28th July
One Voice Wales E-Bulletin edition 7
Digital health of community and town councils
Health Services at Bronglais Hospital, Aberystwyth
Correspondence was noted
8. Review Diary 
Adolygu Dyddiadur
9. Date of next meeting 
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf

(42)

Date of next meeting is 14th October 2025 at 6:30pm in Blaenannerch Chapel.
(43)

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8:40pm
Signed_____________________________________________  Date_________________
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