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The monthly meeting of the Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 6.30pm at Blaenannerch Chapel Vestry.  The Chair, Cllr Sue Lewis, presided.
Present: Cllr Gary Morss, Cllr Robin Young, Cllr Dave Addison, Cllr Gethin Davies, Cllr Zoe Storer, Cllr Jackie Brown, Cllr Tristan Jones, Cllr Carys Owens, Cllr Aled Thomas, County Cllr Clive Davies and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk)
1. Apologies/Personal matters 
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol
(2)

Apologies were received from Cllr Anne McCreary and Cllr Damon Watmough 
2.  To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below

Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod
3. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes

Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf

(3)

Cllr Jackie Brown proposed that the minutes of the previous meeting be accepted as correct; this was seconded by Cllr Gary Morss and passed unanimously. 
4. Financial business

Busnes Ariannol
(4)

Items approved to be paid: 
£96.10
Cardi Builders
£12.60 Cllr Sue Lewis 
£12.60 Cllr Sue Lewis 

£532.80 (Scribe)Starboard Systems Ltd
£500.00 Pwyllgor Aberporth Eisteddfod y Garreg
£201.60 Aberporth Village Hall – St Davids workshop hire
£50.00 Blaenannerch chapel – St Davids workshops hire

£3096.00 Glesni Thomas – St Davids Day art

Purchase of new defibrillator pads for chemist and case for Parcllyn approved.

(5)
Bank balances as at 30.01.26
Current account 

        £17434.74
Treasures account                              £0.00
Allocated reserves account                 £21835.45
Financial Information and Bank reconciliation provided and approved.
5.
Reports

Addroddiadau

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc

Sports Field & Parks:
(6)

Clerk had emailed Wernick (modular building supplier) to arrange a mutually convenient time to have an online meeting about the provision of a community building in Parcllyn.
Toilets: 
(7)

No progress.  Clerk to email them for lease by return; council discussed that some improvement works may be required before the start of the season.
ACTION: Clerk to email Ceredigion County Council

Councillor Training: 
(8)

Cllr Sue Lewis attended Inclusion and anti-racism training.
One Voice Wales Training dates provided.
One Voice Wales & Planning Aid Wales joint training event : “Improving our local places – Welsh case studies and planning updates” Date March 19th 10:30 – 1:30pm £53 per person via Teams
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(9) 
Aberporth Place Plan:
Update website with all the work and information to date is now available; it includes the art work, stories and film.  The online survey is open for consultation up to 22nd February; once this has closed Chris Jones will produce a final report/document of approx. 10 pages.
Council representatives attended a recent meeting with Chris Jones' team and officers from Ceredigion County Council and representatives of the other villages.  Clerk enquired about support for these plans to be actioned and Ceredigion officers in attendance are keen for this work to progress and have suggested a partnership working group of some description.  

ACTION: Clerk to further promote website and survey on social media.

(10)

Clerk and Cllr Sue Lewis attended One Voice Wales Community Boundary Reviews online meeting.  As Aberporth is not merging there is no impact on the council other than a reduction in seats in May 2027 elections.
(11)

Contacted Mr Jim Ramsbottom at Hen Gapel for a convenient date to arrange a meeting; he will contact the respective organisations and confirm.
Cllr Sue Lewis reported that she has spoken with Cris Thomas, who specialises in community purchasing and suggested that the potential sale of the chapel could be a perfect opportunity for a community share offer to secure this important building for the community. There is a meeting in Newcastle Emlyn next month on redundant religious buildings which she will attend.
Cllr Clive Davies suggested Perthyn grant to support getting the ball rolling, help with business plan and consultation.

(12)

Clerk reported issues with the email system; on contacting VisionICT they have suggested we migrate over to a new support system. It was agreed that this would be best to ensure that the council has a fit-for-purpose system.  There is no cost to migrate.  Have provided related information to councillors. 

(13)

Clerk had attended a meeting with Wavehill relating to the family breakfast project which will be included as a case study in the One Voice Wales Social Impact Assessment.
(14)

Notice received from Ceredigion County Council that the coastal path will be closed for maintenance on the Tresaith side; posted information to social media.
(15)

Information provided on the roll out of Connected Kerb electric vehicle (EV) charge post sites for Ceredigion; it has been agreed to locate some in Brynheulwen Blaenannerch

(16)

Consultation documents:

Hywel Dda Health Board to decide on future model for nine clinical services: https://hduhb.nhs.wales/clinical-services-plan/ 

Hywel Dda Health Board Have your say on local community pharmacy services: http://www.haveyoursay.hduhb.wales.nhs.uk/ 

Helpshape the future of cycling tourism in Ceredigion: https://engage.owendaviesconsulting.co.uk/index.php?contentid=8 
County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir

(17)

Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.

4.75% increase in council tax is the current proposal going to full cabinet for approval.  
Scrutiny meetings had put forward an allocation of funding to trust-run swimming pools in the county which has been  supported and the proposal is going to full council
BT Openreach is providing broadband across Penparc

Has received an apology from Welsh Water.
He reported that some of the £1.5 million received from Pride & Place has been allocated to play provision and Aberporth should be invited to submit an application.  Clerk confirmed this has been done.
(18)

Cllr Gethin Davies reported he had visited Mrs Thomas on her 102nd birthday with the Chair of Ceredigion County Council.

Some drainage problems around Aberporth have now been resolved. 
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Chairmans Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(19)

Written report received from Cllr Sue Lewis 
(20)
Cllr Lewis provided an update on the poetry trail grant application and project.  The app is now ready for the app store and she has been confirming with Apple store.   She had walked trail at the weekend and it is mainly ok, though muddy at Tanyreglwys; the fallen tree has been cut.  
Cllr Tristan Jones confirmed he is working on setting and placing the tiles.
Cllr Gethin Davies has made a poetry box which will now go to the school to be decorated. IT will be placed on a post on the trail with paper and pencils for people to write.
A launch event was discussed and a date agreed for Friday 17th April at 6pm in Blaenannerch vestry. 
ACTION: create promotional materials.

Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor

Planning/Cynllunio  

Finance/Cyllido
(21)

Precept forms completed and returned to Ceredigion County Council.
The budget approved by Aberporth Community Council for 2026/27 requires a precept of £74,873.
For comparison, the 2025/26 precept was:£57,873. This represents an increase of:£17,000 

The increase reflects the additional costs and service commitments approved within the budget.
The Band D charge will increase:

· From £46.78 to £60.52 per year

· An increase of £13.74 annually
· Equivalent to approximately:

· £1.15 per month
· 26p per week
This is the amount residents will see on their council tax bill for the community council element.

(22)

It was agreed to consider grant applications at a future meeting. 
(23)

Clerk has updated the Finance & Governance Toolkit and copied to councillors with a request for them to complete part 2 assessment forms.
(24)

Welsh Audit Office report:

The Annual Return provided for audit did not include the date on which the Chair had signed the Annual Return and the Accounting Statement contains a typographical error. We recommend that the Council check the arithmetic accuracy of the accounting statement and make the necessary corrections before the accounts are approved.
The External Audit report was accepted.

Related notices have been posted on the council website and noticeboard.

Potential Grant Opportunities:

Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(25)

Clerk had produced a schedule of work for benches, planters.  Approval was given for the clerk to prioritise the work and liaise with a contractor.  Cllr Dave Addison advised that Mr Noble is going to repair his memorial bench himself.  Cllr Dave Addison agreed to organise slats from Melingoed. 

ACTION: Clerk to organise urgent bench repairs.
(26)

Continued issues with provision of memorial benches were discussed:

The council has received a complaint relating to a request for a bench which has still not been installed.  Clerk to reply.
Continue to receive requests when there are no locations available.  Agreed that the council is not taking any more applications at this time.  If and when this becomes an option again  there will have to be a proper application and agreement put in place.
Ongoing maintenance costs for these seats. Agreed to start charging an annual maintenance fee and to attempt to contact existing bench owners.
(27)

Noticeboard at Blaenporth has been removed and the wall will be painted when the weather improves.
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(28)

Issues with rubbish and dog waste at Parcllyn park have been reported so the bin has been removed.  Clerk contacted Cela Associates who have also removed the bin from their land.

Due to young people climbing the fence it requires repairs.  Cllr Zoe Storer suggested getting quotes for alternative more suitable playground fencing. 

(29)

Email received from Ceredigion County Council inviting the council to resubmit its application for playground funding; it was resent with up-to-date consultation information. Applications will be reviewed and the council will be informed in due course.  
(30)

Biodiversity:
A meeting was held with relevant partners; a report of the meeting has been provided and outcomes included in the new proposed biodiversity plan.

Copy of 2026-2028 Plan provided to councillors for approval and a working document for year 1 priorities produced. 

Biodiversity committee terms of reference provided for approval and agreement with a proposal that a new committee will be established from the annual meeting in May.

Cllr Gethin Davies proposed that the 2026-2028 Biodiversity Plan be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Jackie Brown and approved unanimously. 

Cllr Sue Lewis reported that after the joint meeting Mr Dewi Day  as the Village hall representative had revisited their biodiversity plan and provided a summary for consideration by hall trustees; this will be circulated to the community council.  
Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adoygu Trefn

(31)

Have received an email from Ceredigion County Council Monitoring Officer to advise that there are required changes to the Model Code of Conduct.  Clerk has made relevant enquiries with One Voice Wales to confirm before making any proposed changes for adoption by the council.
(32)

Documents provided for approval: 

Staff handbook
Disciplinary & Grievance Policy

Equality & Diversity Policy 

Grant Policy & Application 

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that all documents be approved; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and approved unanimously.
Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/ Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(33)

Minutes of the committee meeting were provided

Proposal: Aberporth Community Council fund the cost of a bus for residents to visit the Royal Mint. 
Cllr Zoe Storer supported the proposal; it was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens nd passed unanimously. 
(34)

A grant application has been made to Laura Ashley Foundation to create a stained glass window at the village hall.

(35)

Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the community council fund a Veteran Breakfast Club in partnership with Aberporth Village Hall.  She reported that a recent event had been attended by 30 veterans and thanked Julie Ward for organising this pilot; attendees had agreed that a quarterly event would be appreciated.  The cost was approx. £30 to provide bacon rolls and hot drinks.  Cllr Storer suggested asking local businesses to sponsor each event.

Cllr Carys Owens seconded the proposal and it was accepted unanimously.  

ACTION: Clerk to assist in producing posters flyers and promotion.
Beaches/ Traethau
Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus 

Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(36)

Minutes of the One Voice Wales Ceredigion Area Committee received
(37)

Cllr Carys Owens advised that Aberporth Village Hall discussed their biodiversity plans.
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6. Notified Business  
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
(38)

One Voice Wales Awards information provided. Council agreed projects which can be entered as Blaenporth poetry trail app; breakfast club and Forever Young.
ACTION: Clerk to complete applications

(39)
Covid-19 National Day of Reflection 2026 information received from One Voice Wales; agreed to create a social media message.
ACTION: Clerk to do a facebook post pm 8th March.

(40)

Residents in Parcllyn have reported issues with rats; all residents have now received a letter from Ceredigion County Council advising them on preventing harbourage and advice on how to potentially eradicate vermin on their property.  Residents are not happy that the county have addressed their concerns and are requesting the community council for support
Cllr Gethin Davies confirmed that Ceredigion County Council no longer offer a service and homeowners have to deal with it privately.
ACTION: It was agreed to write to Ceredigion County Council and to copy in county councillors.
(41)

Cllr Tristan Jones enquired about the traffic lights on the B4333 and when the road would be repaired.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Highways.

7. Correspondence/Gohectbiaeth
(42)

Email:
Grant request from Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2026

Grant request from C.Ff.I Ceredigion
Grant request from HAHAV

Llais monthly newsletter
Tree Council Newsletter

Welsh Government Youth Work bulletin

Welsh Government News

St David'sConference 2026: Policing in a Digital Age
Cynnal y Cardi January bulletin

ARFOR - Gwobrau Mwyaf Cymraeg y Byd 2026
Ceredigion County Council January Cost of Living Bulletin
OVW:
Webinar: Tackling Child Poverty Together: Practical Steps for Local Councils  
Calling Welsh Towns: Could a Welsh town be crowned the first UK Town of Culture? 
Age Friendly Communities’ Newsletter 
Correspondence was noted.
8. Review Diary 
Adolygu Dyddiadur
(43)

End of financial year
9. Date of next meeting 
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf

(44)

Date of next meeting is 10th March 2026 at 6:30pm. 
It was agreed to hold the meeting in Aberporth Village hall 
(45)

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8:20pm
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