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The monthly meeting Aberporth Community Council was held on Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 6.15 pm at Blaenannerch Chapel.  The Chair, Cllr Sue Lewis, presided.
Present: Cllr Aled Thomas, Cllr Dave Addison, Cllr Gary Morss, Cllr Robin Young, Cllr Anne McCreary, Cllr Gethin Davies, Cllr Carys Owens, Cllr Zoe Storer, County Cllr Clive Davies and Mrs Vanessa Owens (Clerk).
1. Apologies/Personal matters 
Ymddiheuriadau/Materion Personol

(2)

Apologies were received from Cllr Jackie Brown and Cllr Damon Watmough.
2.  To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below

Datgelu diddordeb personol ac ariannol dan eitemau busnes sydd wedi eu rhestru isod
3. Confirmation and signing of previous minutes

Cadarnhau a llofnodi cofnodion y cyfarfod diwethaf

(3)
Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the minutes of the April meeting be accepted as correct; this was seconded by Cllr Carys Owens and approved unanimously. 
4. Financial business

Busnes Ariannol
(4)

Items approved from payment
£195.00 One Voice Wales 
£42.00 
One Voice Wales

£42.00  One Voice Wales

£100.00 EA Owens 
£500.00 EA Owens

£1671.43 Enviroworx Wales
£20.00
E Rees

£23.98
SV Owens
£1000 
Cllr Sue Lewis – Chair Allowance
Price for repairs to play equipment in Brynglas (Dome) - £95 +vat and £15 delivery.  Cllr Dave Addison to organise order.
£19,291.00 received from Ceredigion County Council (1st instalment of precept)
Bank balances as at 30.04.25
Current account 

        £23022.14
Treasures account                              £0
Allocated reserves account                 £21835.45
Cllr Zoe Storer proposed that the financial information be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Anne McCreary and approved unanimously.

5.
Reports

Addroddiadau

Clerks Report/Adroddiad y Clerc

(6)

Sports Field & Parks
Met with Adventure Playground Wales for advice on potential play equipment/design for all playgrounds and football field.  Has provided costs for installation of various pieces of equipment.
Quote received to install youth shelter.  
Need to consider Cynnal y Cardi SPF Fund to purchase some new play equipment. Cllr Clive Davies confirmed the transition fund is to be opened.
Waiting to hear from Ceredigion County Council regarding the funding they have received from Welsh Government to support play; the application process has not yet been agreed.  
(7)

Toilets: 
Service Level Agreements received from Ceredigion County Council; Clerk has spoken with Shaun Bethell (officer 
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at CCC) and requested a guide on when cleaning will be undertaken; informed him of the community council’s intention to charge/donations – Ceredigion County Council would not be able to support a donation box but were open to the idea of a qr code and will confirm if it possible to go ahead.
Mr Bethell informed the Clerk that Ceredigion County Council no longer propose to transfer ownership through asset transfer; they will only be considering long term lease of the buildings.  Cllr Clive Davies advised that the county council are looking in to the legal process to undertake asset transfer and the lease is an interim measure.
Cllr Carys Owens proposed that the community council accept the service level agreement and pursue a lease agreement with the county; this was seconded by Cllr Anne McCreary and approved unanimously.
Cllr Clive Davies advised that the application to Welsh Government for funding to improve Penrhodyn didn’t come forward.

(8)

Clerk had circulated a report on the outcomes of the recent consultation and produced a community feedback report document to be put out to the public.
It was agreed that the Community Enhancement & Social Wellbeing Committee would consider the responses as part of the committee work.

(9)

The April Newsletter had 1591 views on Facebook and 100 hard copies had been circulated at various locations.  Cllr Anne McCreary noted she had received positive feedback.
(10)

Clerk submitted a grant application to CAVO Connect & Inform (£250) to organise an event in Aberporth Village Hall including community transport

Clerk submitted a grant application to Welsh Government Democratic Engagement Grant for £5,000 to engage young people in planning community spaces/play areas.

(11)

Representatives had attended the One Voice Wales National Awards; the council received Highly Commended for the applications we made and were invited to present at the event on the community engagement recently completed around precept and community priorities.
Cllr Anne McCreary proposed that the council purchase a pop-up information banner; this was seconded by Cllr Zoe Storer and approved unanimously.
ACTION: Clerk to design and order a pop-up banner.

(13)

Councillor Training: 
Circulated OVW training dates
Please can councillors complete their training analysis forms.  The training plan has to be provided to Wales Audit Office as part of the audit process.  This has been circulated so Councillors can ensure their information is up to date.
Training booked for Cllr Anne McCreary and Cllr Sue Lewis
(14)

Reminder: Require Opt Out forms and Register of Interest Forms to be completed.
(15)

Community bus. No update.  It was agreed that the clerk would contact Dolen Teifi.
(16)

Cloudy IT was at the One Voice Wales awards; spoken with this company about providing IT support and online storage options.  Price received and Council felt it was too expensive.
Prices obtained for new equipment from Cliand Computers and council felt this was a better local option.

Cllr Sue Lewis proposed the clerk use Cliand Computers; this was seconded by Cllr Aled Thomas and approved unanimously.

ACTION: Clerk to update IT equipment and support through Cliand Computers.
(17)

Email received from St David's Church and the Blaenporth Community Association thanking Cllr Jackie Brown for her support during her year in office as Chair and for the £100 grant received.  

Councillors were cordially invited to their VE Day celebrations on 8th May at 10am and 160-year celebration on Sunday 11th May.  Cllr Sue Lewis reported she had attended the 160 years of the church; lovely event.

Cllr Aled Thomas informed the meeting that there was to be cheese & wine on the 17th May at 7pm; fund raiser to repair the church roof.
(18)

Invitation from Protect Bronglais Services to a meeting regarding a public consultation on health services by Hywel 
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Dda University Health Board - 20th June at 7.00 pm at the Great Hall, Aberystwyth Arts Centre
Cllr Anne McCreary advised the council that over the next few months we are going to be inundated with consultations and workshops; she expressed how important it is to complete them to ensure services are provided and retained.

(19)

Cllr Carys Owens and Cllr Sue Lewis will be attending the Health & Wellbeing Day June 10th 10-1 at Aberporth Village hall.  

County Councillor Report/Adroddiad y Cynghorwr y Sir

(20)

Written report received from Cllr Clive Davies.

He informed the council about new employment opportunities with Tekever.
He had attended the One Voice Wales  Area Committee and the community connector drop in.
He has met with Cardigan sorting office regarding the disappearing post boxes; apparently the post office is removing them to restore them and some will go back after a planning process.  He is going to contact Swansea.
(21)

Cllr Gethin Davies had attended planning site visits.  He has received residents’ complaints on issues with speeding traffic along Lady Road and through Blaenporth and Parcllyn 

He enquired about plans for VJ Day – it was agreed to fly a flag.
Chairmans Report/Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
(22)

Cllr Sue Lewis provided a poetry trail project update: the digital app plan doesn't really stand up as a grant bid without more work done on the path to explain and interpret  the importance of Dic's work as a national poet. At the moment there are a few ceramic tiles and wooden plaques.  The interpretation panels are excellent; rest of the path is nothing - really need to get tiles installed. She proposed that the council reach out to the Tabernacl project which will have an archive of Dic's work. The path would be the perfect place to have outdoor poetry masterclasses as part of the Tabernacl plans to be a national poetry centre. In partnership could have a project to restore and build on the existing signage/plaques etc, ensure the path is regularly maintained and become an "annexe" of the national poetry centre. That could pave the way for a digital app project with possibly an Arts Council grant bid. 
Committee Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol y Pwyllgor

Planning/Cynllunio  

Finance/Cyllido
(23)

Clerk had received email from Audit Wales: We have now completed our audit of the Council’s accounts for 2023-24. Where relevant, we have also completed any outstanding audits from prior years.

Attached to this email are:

· A copy of the certified annual return(s) for the outstanding audits

· An audit completion notice
In summary you must:

display a notice for a period of at least 14 days stating that the audit has been completed and that the Annual Return is available for inspection by local government electors; provide details in this notice of the address at which and the hours during which local government electors may exercise their rights to inspect the Annual Returns;

publish or display your Annual Returns. As a minimum, this means that the Annual Return should be displayed on your notice board(s) and published on the Council’s website.
Clerk advised that all outstanding audits are now up to date and the information is on the council website. The relevant notice has been placed in the notice board.

The Wales Audit Report refers to previous notice issued. This report needs to be considered as part of the Finance & Governance Toolkit Review being completed by the Procedures Review Committee. 

(24)

Ms Sina Rapthel – Internal Auditor has completed PIALC qualification.

Annual return forms received and completed; Internal Audit completed.  Council agreed a meeting date of 7th May to approve statements and to be signed by Chair.

(25)

Banking mandate update – ongoing.
Footpaths & Maintenance/Llwybrau Troed a Chynnal a Chadw
(26)

Cllr Gethin Davies has reported the missing planks on the bridge along Plas footpath.  He has also met with Ceredigion County Council regarding replacement coastal path finger posts
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(27)

Cllr Aled Thomas is waiting on a price for the bus shelter cleaning and has had no response regarding the picnic bench.
(28)

Play areas:

Complaint received from member of public regarding the condition of the astro/muga at the school – Cllr Dave Addison has ordered timbers for repairs.  Will advise clerk on size of nets required.

 Damage and overflowing rubbish bins at Brynglas park and issues with bins in Parcllyn were discussed.  Need to put signs back up in Parcllyn park and signs on the bin to discourage dog owners.
After a recent issue Clerk is to contact old club site owners and ask that the area is made safe.

Annual Playground Inspection checks have been booked

(29)

Biodiversity:

S6 report needs to be completed by end of 2025.  Clerk had attended the One Voice Wales webinar and will arrange to transfer existing plan onto their template documents to make reporting easier.
Clerk to attend One Voice Wales Biodiversity training modules.

Rachel Carter One Voice Wales invite to be considered for Biodiversity Pilot Group; Clerk has made an application.
Keep Wales Tidy Packages available
Procedures Review Committee/Pwyllgor Adoygu Trefn

(30)

ICO - Renewal confirmation ICO:00010050763
The committee met on Monday 11th May at 6pm to review updated policies; a working group of Cllr Anne McCreary, Cllr Sue Lewis, Cllr Zoe Storer and the Clerk will look at section 2 of the Finance & Governance Toolkit.
Community Enhancement and Social Wellbeing/ Gwella Cymunedol a Lles Cymdeithasol
(31)

Arrangements for the Parcllyn Multi Sports Day were discussed and a £1000 budget was approved for the Clerk to purchase sport equipment and park toybox items
ACTION: Clerk to order play equipment; produce posters and order a banner for the fence.
Clerk provided information:

Ageing Better Age Friendly Policy Handbook and Future Generations Act 10

Cllr Sue Lewis advised that the hall had funding from ageing better to put on an exhibition of Emyr Williams photos

Beaches/ Traethau
(32)

Cllr Gethin Davies noted that whilst the beaches are clean with the better weather ahead will be looking increased use including beach fires and  alcohol.  It was agreed to purchase signs relating to the dangers of glass. Cllr Dave Addison noted that the sea wall on Dolwen beach is now totally under sand; he requested the council ask Ceredigion County Council what their plan is for sea defence at this location.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Ceredigion County Council.

Tidy Towns/Trefi Taclus 

Outside Bodies Representative Reports/Adroddiadau Cynrychioliadol Cyrff Allanol
(33)

Draft minutes Ceredigion Area Committee Meeting 2.4.25
6. Notified Business  
Busnes a rag-hysbyswydir
(34)

Cllr Sue Lewis suggested that the community council could enter Caru Ceredigion for the love your community awards The Love your Community award will recognise and celebrate the work of town and village communities across Ceredigion in keeping their community tidy, arranging events and providing services to the people of the area. It was agreed to look into this idea. 

7. Correspondence/Gohectbiaeth
(35)

Email:
VE Day 80 - 2-minute silence on 8 May
One Voice Wales E-bulletin 1 & 2
OVW Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources
Independent Audit Committee Member Sought
Correspondence was noted.

Signed________________________________________________  Date_____________

Minutes Ref:6

Page 5

8. Review Diary 
Adolygu Dyddiadur

(36)

Annual Return
9. Date of next meeting 
Dyddiad y Cyfarfod Nesaf

(37)

Date of next meeting is 10th June 2025 at 6:30pm.
(38)

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 7:33pm
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